
Write about Mrs Birling and the way in which she is presented in An Inspector 
Calls [40] 

1) ‘A rather cold woman’ ‘Her husband’s social superior’ – what are our first 
impressions of her?                                                                                                                     
2) ‘Now, Sheila, don’t tease him’ – Why does Mrs Birling criticise Sheila for 
questioning Gerald’s whereabouts the previous summer? What does this show?        
3) ‘Our congratulations’ – How is Mrs Birling feeling at the start of the play? 
Why?                                                                                                                                               
4) ‘I don’t think we can help you much’ – What do Mrs Birling’s initial attitudes 
towards the suicide highlight?                                                                                                  
5) ‘Girls of the class’ – What does this quote suggest about Mrs Birling’s 
attitudes towards the lower classes? Who does she share this attitude with?               
6) ‘My husband was Lord Mayor only two years ago’– Why does Mrs Birling 
mention this fact to the Inspector?                                                                                         
7) ‘No, of course not. He’s only a boy.’ – What does Mrs Birling’s shock at the 
revelation about Eric’s drinking habits show?                                                                       
8) ‘No. Why should I?’ – What does Mrs Birling’s initial denial about recognising 
Daisy Renton show?                                                                                                                   
9) ‘I beg your pardon!’ – Why is Mrs Birling (like her husband) so offended by 
the Inspector?                                                                                                                            
10) ‘I consider I did my duty’ – What do Mrs Birling’s feelings about her decision 
to refuse to help Daisy Renton show?                                                                                  
11) ‘It wasn’t I who had her turned out of her employment – Which probably 
began it all.’ – What does Mrs Birling try to do in this quote? What does it show?      
12) ‘He should be made an example of’ – What does her slow realisation about 
the father of Daisy Renton’s child show?                                                                             
13) ‘No –Eric – please – I didn’t know – I didn’t understand’ – How does Mrs 
Birling feel here? What does this suggest?                                                                          
14) ‘I felt it all the time. He never even looked like one’ – What is Mrs Birling 
doing here? Why?                                                                                                                      
15) ‘I’m most grateful’ – Why is Mrs Birling so pleased to find out that it was a 
hoax?                                                                                                                                                    
16) ‘In the morning they’ll be as amused as we are.’  - What does the comment 
to Sheila and Eric show? 
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