
Write about the character of Gerald and the way he is presented in the play [40] 

1) Who is Gerald Croft? – First impressions 

2) Mr Birling: ‘You’re the kind of son-in-law I’ve always wanted’ – Why does Mr 
Birling hold Gerald in such high regard? 

3) ‘You had no choice’ – Why does Gerald side with Mr Birling about his 
decision to sack Eva Smith? 

4) ‘So-for god’s sake- don’t say anything to the Inspector.’ – What does Gerald’s 
attempts to cover his involvement up show? 

5) ‘It’s a favourite haunt of the women of the town.’ – What does Gerald’s 
admission here show? 

6) ‘I was sorry for her…I didn’t ask for anything in return.’ Why did Gerald 
initially want to help Daisy Renton? What does this reveal about him? 

7)  (distressed) sorry – I – well, I've suddenly realized – taken it in properly – 
that's she's dead’ What does this reaction suggest about Gerald? 

8) ‘Any man would have done’ – Daisy Renton eventually became his mistress 
– What does this suggest about Gerald? 

9) ‘I’d like to be alone for a while’ – What two interpretations can there be of 
Gerald’s decision to leave the party? (positive and negative) 

10) ‘We’ve been had.’ – What does Gerald’s key involvement in figuring out the 
hoax suggest about his character? (his attitudes/whether he has learned anything) 

11) Mr Birling ‘Here’s to us’ – Why is Gerald’s toast with Mr and Mrs Birling 
symbolic?  

12) ‘Everything’s all right now, Sheila. What about this ring?’ – What does this 
offer suggest? 

13) Overall opinion. What is your overall opinion of Gerald? 
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