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THE SHOW MST GO ON... 

You can’t see to switch on a TV without a Queen documentary, 

biopic or video being shown somewhere but this term has very 

much seemed to have had a Queen-inspired theme as we seek to 

ensure ‘The Friary Show’ keeps on rolling… 

It has been fantastic to see so many parents and families at 

school events and whilst we have been COVID cautious we have 

done all we can to avoid measures further hampering our stu-

dents experiences. 

Parents have made sure the ’Chicago’ show nights were packed 

out after years of the stage sitting dormant, parent taxis were 

flying onto the car-park for Saturday Schools and evening booster 

classes, parent donations for the PTFA events were generous, and 

attendance levels at the virtual Parents Evenings and the Partner-

ship Evenings were high. 

For our ‘Show To Go On’ it takes a lot of things to come together 

and parents and families are crucial to that. We appreciate your 

support and if we can help you or you child, or something isn’t 

quite right, then please get in touch. Working together we can 

make your child’s happiness and success flourish. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Carol Service 

PTFA Santa Run 

Maths Booster 

Crime Conference 

Remembrance 

Rewards Breakfast 

 

DIARY DATES 

13/1 - Y11 Parents Evening 

(Virtual) 

15/2 - Battle of the Bands 

17/2 - Y10 Parents Evening 

(Virtual) 

10/3 - Y8 Parents Evening 

(Virtual) 

17/3 - Y9 Pathways Evening 

25/3 - Non School Uniform 

7/4 - Y12 Parents Evening 

(Virtual) 
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HOLIDAY DATES  

Half Term -   Monday 21 February - Friday 25 February   

Easter Holiday  -  Monday 11 April - Friday 22 April  
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Headteacher’s Address 
 

The Autumn 2021 Term was well worth celebrating with a 
relatively undisrupted term seeing busy classrooms - teach-
ing given and learning taken on board. The sights of an 
experiment in a Science laboratory; hockey balls flying from 
one side of the Astro to the other; a workshop hubbub as 
wood is sawn and drills whiz; or the Music recording studios 
locked up to record the final exam performances; are les-
sons we cannot imagine taking place virtually.  
 

Certainly, our teaching staff were delighted to be back and   
worked like Trojans to adjust their curriculums, not only to 
recap on lockdown learning, but also to whiz through gaps 

and get students up-to-speed as they moved towards their end points. Undoubtedly, it would be a mistake to 
think that the full return was simply a matter of getting back to normal; the adapted planning, the re-aligned 
assessments, the re-focused lessons, and more besides, was a mountain of extra work, and it continues to be 
essential to ensure that our students are thoroughly primed and ready for exams and the like. Indeed, with the 
additional pressures of covering for isolating staff, setting work for children at home, and dealing with their own 
family pressures caused by the pandemic, it would be fair to say our staff could not have worked any harder. 
 

Even so, if you asked me what my favourite moments of the term were, I would not be looking on the classroom 
timetables, regardless of how superb the provision was. More, I would be looking beyond the classroom at the 
extra-curricular activities that enriched our students’ experiences and gave them opportunities that were wholly 
absent during the lockdowns. We are very much a school that takes exam results seriously, but just as important 
is the wider learning, wider experiences, and simple sense of fun, which often form the real and emotional mem-
ories of schools days and later become the basis of chat and laughter in re-unions in years to come. The great 
Macbeth delivery, or the breakthrough in simultaneous equations, will perhaps get a quick mention, but there 
will be bigger focus on the more ‘social’ activities which provide the personal growth that every child needs as 
they move to adulthood. 
 

The Year 11 French trip was switched from Paris to the Peak District but it has always been about a rallying cry to 
kick on to the final exams and to get a team spirit going. There is a lot to learn from a pitch-black night-hike, 
abseiling down a towering bridge, or chatting in your bunks as you doze off from too much fresh air. The Year 7 
Dedication Service at Lichfield Cathedral acted as a formal and spiritual marker of the transition into secondary 
school, also allowing families to take part in this step too, and later we were the only local state school back 
there for our Christmas Carol Concert where spiraling solos and precise technical performances were all the 
more special due to their recent absence. Similarly, taking the brave step to continue with ’Chicago’, despite 
growing pressure to stand down school shows, was a big reason for what was a very emotional sigh of relief for 
everyone - students, staff and parents - as loud applause, cheers, and the odd tear or two met the final bow. 
Likewise, the packed out Saturday School mornings, where so many students showed total resilience and com-
mitment to fight-back against the COVID-stacked odds. I could add the fund-raising for St Giles or Guide Dogs for 
the Blind, the guest speakers bringing their special voice, the rewards events, the CV-building sessions, and much 
more besides. These were the events I’d point too as real highlights - genuine chances for a talent or aspiration 
to blossom - and often ones where families were just as much a part of it too. 
 

It is obvious that the routine of the timetabled lessons is crucial in school, but the broader curriculum experienc-
es, which many of our students cannot access at home, are equally valuable. Energy, smiles and shared achieve-
ment only add to academic success and we’ll be looking for more of the same as we head into 2022.  
 
Matt Allman  
Headteacher  



Is-

“The Friary Schools’ annual Carol Service returned for 

the first time since 2019 with a spectacular festive 

celebration at Lichfield Cathedral which included 

over 100 Friary students. The service included solo 

performances from Emily Rice, a capella vocal groups 

and an array of school bands and choirs, all of which 

complimented the traditional narrative of a festive 

service including readings, prayers and hymns.  

 

Jonathan Hood, Head of Music, said; “It was brilliant 

to be back at the Cathedral for our annual Carol 

Service. All of the students involved were fantastic 

and it was great to see their enthusiasm and                  

enjoyment shining through. As always, the standard of 

musicality was exceptional and it has been a               

pleasure to rehearse and prepare with all of the    

students involved.”  

Carol Service 

Following last year’s hiatus, Lichfield’s Christmas Tree 

Festival has been able to return at the cathedral during 

the festive period. Students from the Friary School have 

worked their creative magic to help design a variety of 

decorations that have now adorn the Friary’s own tree, 

which stands in the cathedral for visitors to see. The 

festival will run from Saturday 27 November 2021 –                 

Sunday 2 January 2022, where a number of local                  

businesses, charities and schools have participated in 

decorating a tree of their own as part of the cathedral’s 

competition.  

Christmas Tree Festival  

KS3 students have been enjoying learning new             

chorography during Friday’s dance club with Miss 

Butler and Miss Horobin. They have been perfecting 

and performing several different dance styles                   

including lyrical, jazz and contemporary with plenty 

more to come. The students have been working on 

technique, flexibility and performance skills to help 

them improve their dance abilities.   

Sophie Butler, English teacher said: “I’m so proud of 

how the students at dance club have progressed 

over the last half term. They always turn up with such 

great energy and a passion for dance and it is a 

lovely way to end the week. We have studied 3 

dance styles so far and I am looking forward to               

continuing this half term.”   

Dance Club 
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Events at The Friary School... 



Is-

The Friary PTFA was delighted to be invited to lead a run of the 

Lichfield Round Table on the Grange Lane / Stafford Lane leg of 

their 23-day adventure through December. 

The team include both PTFA members and The Friary staff and 

there were several students who were very surprised by their 

teachers turning up on their doorstep collecting funds for a string 

of local charities. 

The Friary PTFA get a portion of the overall collection and this 

year are targeting a refurbishment of the school theatre and a 

school garden for lessons and clubs. 

Lottie Hearn, Deputy Headteacher and Friary PTFA Link, said; 

“We were very grateful to the PTFA team for giving up their time 

on what was a chilly evening to support this project and out 

school. They have had a busy term but when everyone chips in 

the various initiatives become easier. We are already looking 

forward to future events including our Quiz Night, Comedy              

Evening, Show & Stage bars and Summer Sizzler.” 

PTFA Santa Run 

Debate Competition 

Congratulations to the Year 11 students who have taken 

part in our debating competition, the topic, ‘The Black Lives 

Matter Movement has run its course’ was a very topical 

subject and the students impressed the judges with the 

amount of research they had undertaken. 

The external judges Nina Worrall (School Governor) and 

Jane Mackenzie (Chair of Governors) praised the                    

independent research and debating skills shown by the 

students. 

Darwin won overall with a team that included Mary 

Hughes, Isaac Brodie, Devan Klair and Maisie Lowe. 

Tom Purkis and Amy Findlay were chosen as the ‘Most             

Valuable Debaters.’ 

Our 100% attendees for the term, have been enjoying 

Rewards Breakfasts throughout the last week of term for 

their exemplary time in school.   

As students tuck in to hot chocolate and muffins, staff have 

had the chance to say a big ‘Well Done’ to those students 

who have managed to plough through despite the virulent 

bugs that are around at the minute.   

Rewards Breakfast 
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Mock assessments and revision are well underway with the 

Maths department. Over 130 Y11 students stayed behind 

after school to prepare for their a paper they were sitting. 

The Maths department have also ran Saturday Schools 

which will support our Year 11 students to further prepare. 

Head of Maths, Charlotte Mitchell, said: “It’s great to see so 

many pupils taking these seriously and wanting to do well. 

They worked really hard this evening and we look forward to 

seeing the rewards of their efforts in their results.” 

Huge thanks to King Edwards VI, Nether Stowe, The               

Cathedral School and HART School for coming to The Friary 

to take part in the annual small sided football tournament. 

Friary were excellent from start to finish winning every group 

game which saw them go through to the final against a 

very strong KEVI side. 

The final ended 1-1 ( the only goal we conceded in the 

tournament) and needed to be decided by a penalty 

shootout. Izaak Bailey made an outstanding save in the 

shootout and with Evan Wynne, Josh Evans and Riley Preece

-Jones all slotting their penalties home, the Friary Year 9 

team came out winners. 

Player of the tournament was Ed Collis, who was                         

exceptional in defence all evening and a calming presence 

on the ball. 

Year 9 win 6 a-side Tournament 

Our Sixth Form Interact Club work closely with Lichfield St 

Chad Rotary to support our local community and to raise 

funds for targeted charities. 

In recent weeks, our Sixth Formers have focused on raising 

funds for Guide Dogs UK and their efforts resulted in them 

presenting a cheque for £500. 

David Cooke, Lichfield St Chad Rotarian, said: “We are 

incredibly grateful for the donation and know that the          

charity will hugely appreciate the Friary’s fundraising efforts 

which are helping to support the great work that they do.” 

Interact Club Donate £500 

Issue 15         Dec  2021          www.friaryschool.co.uk       01543 267 400  

Maths Booster Session 



COVID Measures 
 

We have been delighted to see school return closer 

to more-pandemic norms this term and this Christ-

mas Holiday brings a well-deserved and wholly 

happier break for everyone. 

 

Even so, it remains important to remember to follow 

the COVID measures in place in and out of school 

as we head into what is likely to be a COVID-heavy 

January. 

 

We have distributed testing kits before the end of 

term and we would encourage all parents to keep 

up regular practice of this at home. This is especially 

important before the return to school as if we can 

reduce the number of cases in school it helps every 

child, especially those facing final exams this year. 

 

Clearly, we have a staggered start for the new term 

with Wednesday 5 January = Y11-Y13, Thursday 6 

January = Y7 & Y10, and Wednesday 7 January = Y8

-Y9. This return will be alongside testing in school. We 

will again be relying on parent and community 

volunteers to see us through - huge thanks to them. 

 

The face-masks remain necessary for communal 

areas and there are already rumblings that they will 

extend into classrooms if the rates go up as ex-

pected over Xmas. We encourage every parent to 

send their child with two face masks: “One To Wear 

& One As A Spare”. We don’t really like the extra 

duty of handing them out and billing for them so 

please get your child organised by January. 

 

We continue with our one-way system - which has 

eased movement around the school - and our stag-

gered lunches - which do the same in the canteen. 

Otherwise, we’re taking the approach of business as 

usual and the many events and contacts will carry 

on as normal.  COVID brings restrictions but they do 

not have to be too restrictive. 

Celebrations 
 

Last term we saw the return of wide-scale rewards 

with House Assemblies giving out a plethora of 

awards and acknowledgements to those deserving 

praise. These prizes also brought House points which 

tally up across the House to win access to the Reward 

Day in the Summer Term. All winners are documented 

on the school website. 

 

Elsewhere, we staged our Prize-Giving Evening earlier 

in the term for those Year 12s who shone in their Y11 

exams and student lower down the school who 

gained subject awards. We also included Year 8 

Character Awards tied to our Friary Ethic which under

-pin school expectations. 

 

We also staged Attendance Rewards events for the 

100%-ers and offered praise to everyone getting the 

95%+ benchmark (allowing for COVID absences). 

 

Much to celebrate, much to reward... 

PTFA Investment 
 

Our PTFA have committed to raise funds this year for a 

school theatre upgrade - our main large group venue 

- and to develop an outside garden space for recrea-

tion, gardening clubs and potential formal courses. 
 

The theatre upgrade is already rolling through with a 

new ceiling, new electrics, and new stage lighting. We 

are also looking to redecorate, install new carpets,  

put in place murals, and improve all the seating. The 

facility has barely been touched since its inception so 

we may well be coming to you as parents to ask for 

help with the development. 
 

PTFA events are coming um through the school year 

so please support them if you can by attending or 

donating. Every penny is counting for your child’s 

education.  

Friary 
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Investment in Sports Facilities 
 

The Friary Grange Leisure Centre controversy 

masked the school’s motivation to upgrade a 

dying facility which had suffered from huge under 

investment. We never believed it was acceptable 

to see students sitting exams under leaking roofs, 

damp seeping through walls, or operating in dimly

-lit facilities. We always felt we would be the only 

ones who would do anything about it. 

 

We continue to invest in the facility and have 

secured funding for new lighting in the sports hall. 

This was done in recent years by one of the local 

councils, but the job was partial and low-quality. 

Our investment will make exams, lessons and 

community clubs a whole lot easier. Outside, we 

have upgraded the floodlights, and have funding 

for better external lighting and improved fencing 

and security. We have further bids in too. 

 

We are talking £100ks of monies that would not 

have come from elsewhere - and out students 

and our community benefit. 

Parent Partnership 
 

We continue to run our annual Year Parent Part-

nership Evenings where presentation specifically 

designed for your child’s Year group are given in a 

snappy 1hr event.  
 

We get lots of positive feedback from these events 

and would encourage all parents to attend - we 

want to make sure you are as well-informed on 

what we are doing as possible. 
 

You can also keep up-to-speed via our website, 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages. If you 

have any problems then simply contact us via:     

office@friary.greywoodmst.co.uk. 

The Greywood Multi-Schools 

Trust 
 

The Greywood Multi-School Trust has recently ap-

pointed The Friary’s Headteacher, Matt Allman, as 

Chief Executive Officer in a reshaped team de-

signed to take the MST forward. 
 

Our school is already reaping great rewards 

through our decision to academise in September 

2019. The pandemic has certainly not helped any 

school partnership, but we have still forged superb 

relationships with Queen’s Croft Special School 

and Henry Chadwick Primary School and are see-

ing joint ventures on pastoral and mental health 

support, leadership training, SEND support, as well 

as more besides. 
 

We are soon appointing a School Improvement 

Officer to drive forward curriculum development 

and literacy / numeracy across the schools. We 

also have French teaching rolling into primary 

schools, Maths Masterclasses, and shared use of 

facilities improving daily delivery.  
 

Elsewhere, we are making cost-savings through 

shared purchasing and developmental work.  

Furthermore, the MST has already won over 

£3million of Condition Improvement Funding (CIF) 

in the last three years which would have been 

impossible to access without academisation. 
 

The move to academy status was about sharing 

expertise and opening the door to new opportuni-

ties and there is no doubt this has been achieved. 

There is a lot more to come from the Greywood 

Multi-Schools Trust and we will continue to update 

you as things continue to move forward. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the Grey-

wood Multi-Schools Trust then just look to visit: 

www.greywoodmst.co.uk.  

NEWS 
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Is-

The Year 12 and 13 Sociologists and Psychologists were 

given the exciting opportunity to experience a real-life 

crime conference! The ‘Behind Bars – True Life Crime              

Conference’ gives students the opportunity to listen to a 

variety of real-life testimonies from reformed criminals 

whose past offences range from burglary to                            

multi-million-pound fraud, to murder. The students then 

asked the speakers pertinent questions linking the theory 

they’ve learnt in the classroom to these real-life                        

experiences. The students were also given the task of            

designing their ‘ideal’ criminal justice system whilst trying out 

some of the outfits currently on offer in British prisons!   

 

Gemma Jubb, Head of Sociology, said: ‘The conference is 

a fascinating event that really engages students’ interest 

and helps them to understand the importance of their                

A-Level studies in Sociology and Psychology outside of the 

classroom. So many of our students go on to study Law and 

Criminology at university and this conference certainly gives 

them an excellent foundation in these disciplines.’   

Sixth Form Crime Conference 

Friary Ski Team Take National Champion Title 

The Friary skiing team – which was only formed in  

September – claimed victory in the NSSA National 

Schools Outdoor Open Championships for an            

outstanding performance. 

The scoring system sees each skier score points on their 

individual performance across 3 runs with the best run 

counting. First fastest, scores 10 points, 2nd fastest 9 

points, and so on, with the best 3 scores counting 

towards the team event. 

Top of the class was Reece Pike (Y9) came 1st in Under

-14s and gained 10 points. Fin Pike (Y7) (who was also 

racing in the under 14’s, racing against boys 2 years 

older) did amazingly, getting 6 points, alongside 

Campbell Rowe (Y10) who is improving with every 

race, and Noah Bailey (Y11) in the Under-16s’ also 

gained 6 points. 

Their collective score earned the most points to take 

the overall team event outstripping a string of illustrious 

school rivals who have a longer history in the event. 

Russ Pike, parent and ski team manager, said: “We 

certainly have put The Friary School on the map              

competing against top private schools from across the 

country. Next up the boys take part in the Great Britain 

Championships – a specific team event – in Llandudno 

on 28 November.” 
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Johnson House continues to raise money for St Giles            

Hospice and their house week has certainly highlighted the 

generosity of our students here at The Friary. From a                 

chocolate tombola to sponging the teacher, this week has 

seen a variety of events take place in order to raise funds 

for the charity, and also to raise awareness of the excellent 

work they do. 

A member of the St Giles team, Jo Murch, delivered a heart

- warming assembly on the work that the charity does. We 

heard the stories of those who needed palliative care and 

what lengths the charity would go to in order to provide the 

best care they could. 

Along with our in-school activities, we would like to say a 

huge thank you to the parents and carers who have                    

donated money via ParentPay. 

As the house week drew to a close, the fundraising didn’t 

have to. Mr Straw and Mrs Plested have both decided to 

take on the challenge of running 50 miles for St Giles before 

the Christmas holidays and will be competing to raise the 

most money! 

Johnson House Week 

Science Climate Change Live Assembly 

Students from year 10 to 13 were very lucky to have 

the opportunity to learn about climate change 

measurements from four leading experts in this 

field. 

The experts from the National Physical Laboratory, 

delivered a live assembly addressing causes,            

measurements and solutions to climate 

change. The students learned about the                

measurements these scientists make with                      

instruments based all around the world and even 

on satellites. 

It was extremely informative and I’m sure some of 

our students will have been inspired to pursue    

careers in this field to ensure a bright future for us 

all. 

After the event, Eve Marquise, Year 11 said, “It was 

informative and gave a clear insight in to what is 

going on behind the scenes to combat climate 

change and what we can do to help.” 
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We remember our soldiers past and present, that have 

fought and continue to defend our country. One form 

group from each house has delivered an assembly about 

the importance and the message behind Remembrance. 

We have also been exploring the important humanitarian 

work of the UK Military Service. The services have been 

required to supply emergency aid in the aftermath of many 

disasters, either natural or man-made. Furthermore, the 

students have understood the important work and support 

our services have undertaken in order to offer both expert 

assistance and the personnel needed to create temporary 

facilities. 

Students at the Friary School have been donating money to 

the British Legion and wearing their poppies with pride as a 

symbol of their respect and gratitude for the service of 

those, past and present. 

 

Mrs Plested, Head of Johnson House, said, “I am always so 

proud to see our students showing respect and being 

proud to honour our services who are often ‘more than just 

a military.’”  

Remembrance 

Royal Horticultural Society Award 

for Gardening Club 

Our Gardening Club has been acknowledged by 

the Royal Horticultural Society through a Level 2 

Award for their achievements in school gardening 

The award was obtained after submitting evidence, 

planning and showing off the delicious produce 

which showed the fruits of their labour. 

The award included a certificate and a                           

month-by-month planning book to offer ideas and 

inspiration for future ideas. 

Natalie Brickett, club co-ordinator, said: “We are 

now working towards our Level 3 Award which in-

volves our project branching out into re-cycling and                           

composting.” 
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The Friary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Lichfield 

Staffordshire 

WS13 7EW  

Tel: 01543 267 400 

Email: office@friaryschool.com                                                                                                      

Website: www.friaryschool.com 


