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Introduction 

This pack contains a programme of activities and resources to prepare for your 
transition form Year 12 into 13 as an A Level Fine Art student.  Being creative is 
a way of life and great fun.  I hope that you agree! 
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1. Reading List 

 

Non-Fiction  Story of Art by E.H Gombrich - Phaidon  
 The Shock of the New: Art and the Century of Change by Robert 

Hughes  
 The 20th Century Art book By Phaidon Press Ltd  
 The Art Book By Phaidon 
 Ways of Seeing by John Berger 

Film Resources  Basquiat (1996) 
 Big Eyes (2014) 
 Frida (2002) 
 Girl with a Pearl Earring (2003) 
 Midnight In Paris (2011) 
 Mr.Turner (2014) 
 Pollock (2000) 
 Renoir (2012) 
 Woman In Gold (2015) 

Documentaries  http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/sections/art-and-artists 
Websites  https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign 

 http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment 
 https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/ 
 http://www.tate.org.uk/ 

 
 
2. Independent Research 

 
1) Widely and creatively record by drawing and/or photographing images towards your 

intention for your personal investigation unit. 
2) Regularly “Empty your head” in your sketchbook. When reflecting in your 

sketchbook, be truly honest about your work and try to answer your own questions. 
3) Create and experimental work towards your Personal Investigation unit. 
4) Annotate all pages and work in your sketchbook 
5) Collect newspaper articles, screenshots, jot down news stories etc relevant to your 

Personal Investigation. 
6) Thinking about your essay. Write your essay question / title. Write your overview 

section. Identify the main focus (the artist or movement) that you are focusing on. 
Outline the history of this artist / movement. What were the key features of this 
artist / movement? Explain how one event led to another. How was this artist / 
movement perceived at the time and today. Include quotes.   

7) Research the history of the “Turner Prize.”  What can we learn about the changing 
nature of art by researching the work produced by the different winners of the 
prize?   
 



3. Required Knowledge and Skills 
 

Task 1 
 
Thinking about the essay that you need to write as part of your Personal Investigation.  
 
Provide a written analysis of 3 relevant pieces of artwork (separately) using the following:  
 

 Introduce the work. Who is it by? What is it? When was it produced?  
 Identify the point / meaning of the work 
 Fit the work into its context, genre, place in history.  
 Identify how the Visual Elements (Colour, Space, Composition, Texture, 

Shape, Line, Tone, Form, Scale, Materials) are used to allow the artist to 
achieve their intention. 

 Explain how the Visual Elements are used to allow the artist to achieve their 
intention. Expand upon points and really consider how an artist has 
approached their work 

 Use the Harvard referencing system to keep references and maintain a 
bibliography. 

 
Task 2  
 
Identify at least three objects or images that you haven’t yet recorded but that could 
prove useful for your Personal Investigation unit. Produce high quality tonal drawings of 
these in out of your sketchbook.   

 
Task 3 

Produce at least one ambitious, skilled experiment towards your final piece for your 
Personal Investigation over the summer. This will see your project progress and give you 
something to present in September.   

Task 4 

Empty your head in your sketchbook at least twice over the next 7 weeks. Reflect upon 
the progress that you have made. Explain choices and idea and how these connect to the 
artists that you have studied. Be honest and attempt to answer your own questions.   

 
Top Tip -Tell your friends/family/neighbours etc about your intention for your personal 
investigation unit. They consume different texts and media to you and may be able to cut 
out articles, record shows that look at your intention texts from different points of view 
– this will help you get a broad and varied range of sources for your investigation (clever 
or what?!)  
 

Enjoy your summer but work hard! 

 
 
 
 
 



Mark Scheme 
 
A mark scheme can be found in both your assessment booklet and on the first 
page in your sketchbook 
 

5 - The world is out there …. 

1) Take a trip to London and visit any of the Major Art Galleries - The 
Tate, Tate Modern, Saatchi Gallery and/or The National Portrait 
Gallery. 

2) Take a trip to the Royal Academy Summer show in London (13 June – 
21 August). 

3) Challenge yourself by sketching whilst in a public place. 
4) Visit Nationally respected Art Galleries in the Midlands, for example 

“The New Walsall Art Gallery,” or “Wolverhampton Art Gallery,” 
5) Challenge your perception of Art by visiting a Midlands 

Contemporary Art Gallery. The Ikon” in Birmingham or Nottingham 
Contemporary in Nottingham are two suggestions. 

6) Learn about the history and development of European Art by taking a 
trip to “The Barber Institute” at Birmingham University. 

7) Watch either of the Channel 4 the TV series’ “All Man” or “All in The 
Best Possible Taste,” presented by Grayson Perry. Both are available 
on Youtube 

8) Watch the TV series Artsnight on BBC4. 
9) Visit a very local Art Gallery. The Emporium Art Gallery in Lichfield 

(32-34 Bird Street, Lichfield and Unit Twelve at (Unit Twelve Gallery 
,Tixall Heath Farm, Stafford, ST18 0XX) are two suggestions. 

10) Browse through The Student Art Guide website taking note of any 
work that inspires youhttp://www.studentartguide.com/ 

 

 


