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Newsletter  

The Strangest of Times... 

We did not manage a Spring Newsletter this time as the COVID 

shutdown brought overwhelming change that well and truly 

kicked routine into the long grass. We’re sorry about that - but 

have come back with a Summer edition - and we hope that par-

ents feel the communication during the last few months has been 

up to scratch. The feedback has been hugely positive but we’ve 

definitely picked up on things we can improve. 

Certainly, we have huge admiration for our students and parents 

who have coped with Home Learning. It has not been easy for 

anyone, and we have seen it develop from worksheets, to videos, 

to Teams sessions, and there is every chance it will all re-appear 

in the all too near future. 

We hope that staff, students and parents get the chance of some 

sort of break this summer and that the uncertainty over jobs, 

incomes and holiday refunds does not overshadow what is usual-

ly a time we look forward to. 

Equally, as this term ends, we sit here looking more attentively 

than ever to the next. Take care this summer, keep an eye out for 

updates form us and let’s hope for some normality soon. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

PTFA 

House Assemblies  

Grades Update 

Providing Food 

Virtual Sports Day 

Photography Competition 

Lesson from Auschwitz 

DIARY DATES 

13/8 Y12 Results Day 

20/8 Y11 Results Day 

3/9 Students Return to 

School 

There will be much flexibility 

next school year with deci-

sions tied to COVID rules. 

Check out our website for 

updates. 
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HOLIDAY DATES  

Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October  

 Monday 21 December – Friday 1 January  
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Headteacher’s Address 
 

We have ended the term with something of a sigh of relief but 
also a real awareness that we have a very busy year ahead of 
us. I am currently reading headlines regarding concerns about 
a mental health crisis for young people, rows about undeserved 
teacher pay increases, rumours about a second wave, fears 
about the proliferation of County Lines in towns and cities, and 
that’s all before we get to implement our health and safety 
plans for the new school year. 
 

When I think back over lockdown it certainly inspires a sharp 
intake of breath. It has definitely taught us all a lot, not just 
about school, but also about family life and wider relationships. 
Certainly, with home learning, there is a lot I am delighted with, 
but other elements that with the benefit of hindsight I would 
have wanted done differently. 
 

The Streams video lessons numbered 330 by the end of lock-
down and this is definitely something we will extend for revision and catch up next year. On top of this, many staff set-
up PowerPoint lessons with video explanations integrated into them too. Even more impressive was the 392 Teams 
seminars that were rolled out over the last 3-4 weeks of term. We wanted to make sure it was all set-up in case there 
was a second lockdown so we are delighted we got there. The rules of using Teams / Zoom for the office are a bit 
different to running them with 1,200+ children and it initially proved a nightmare to secure safeguarding permissions 
and parameters. However, if we’d known how long we’d be out in March, then we’d have started it sooner. We will 
though keep the seminar approach as we still don’t believe this style of ‘teaching’ works for ‘normal’ lessons with large 
class sizes. 
 

These advances were made whilst wrestling with a mountain of other new, or at least extended, initiatives, but seeing 
the sacrifices made in other sectors, we were more than happy to do our bit. 
 

On top of the online learning provision we also… opened for Key Worker and Vulnerable children throughout the lock-
down – including Easter and May Half-Term… ran ‘safe-and-well’ home visits for targeted children… staged in-school 
mentoring for SEND and targeted children… co-ordinated food vouchers… supported a Staffordshire County Council 
food distribution hub on our site…made fortnightly tutor phone-calls… made more regular calls for ‘Cause for Concern’ 
students… liaised with social workers and other such professionals… provided free laptops for targeted children… 
provided free internet dongles for others… staged ‘virtual’ events like the ‘Sizzler’ and Sports Day… staged online 
assemblies… disseminated many other activities on various platforms… and the list does go on and on. I also recall 
our staff coming into school in the first days of lockdown with sleeves pulled over hands for every door and a very real 
sense of national fear before we quickly pulled ourselves together and cracked on. 
 

More recently, we were also delighted to see an overwhelming proportion (95%+) of our Years 10s and 12s return to 
school in June when the government allowed us to re-open. It was fantastic to see them, and whilst Year 10s got the 
chance to have 2 hour small-group sessions with each of their subject teachers, the Year 12s got weekly 2 hour clas-
ses for each subject. Our Year 6s matched their attendance rate in their primary transition sessions and we were de-
lighted we went the extra mile for them. 
 

Elsewhere, we have already undertook a huge amount of site work and things are not stalling. Both mobile classrooms 
have now been totally refurbished and there has been a mass of redecoration across the site. We worked with Staf-
fordshire County Council to re-cover a large portion of roofing across the sports centre and, in partnership with the 
Greywood Multi-Schools Trust and our fantastic PTFA, we are extending the canteen for September. There is no doubt 
that our switch to academy status facilitated the major works here and there will be more to come too. 
 

Meanwhile, our teachers are spending the summer re-designing courses so that we can ensure all students, but espe-
cially those starting or mid-way through their exams programmes, can catch-up on the inevitable gaps. We have also 
re-jigged our budget to recruit extra teachers in key subjects – not easy with an inexpensive rod and bait and a very 
small pool to fish in – so that key exam groups can benefit from smaller class sizes as we whiz through content. This is 
going to be far from easy, but we genuinely believe that during lockdown our students, staff and parents responded 
superbly and are confident that the vast majority of Friary students will be ahead of their competition in other schools. 
The last big summer job will be the Health & Safety plans for the full re-opening and I am currently surrounded by risk 
assessments. This is not much fun, and it does seem like ‘Mission Impossible’ to totally eliminate all risks, but we have 
taken the approach that if we are sensible and realistic then we can do a great deal to make things as safe as they can 
be. 
 

Every single one of us will have a story to tell about our lockdown and we will all have dealt with challenges that we 
had never even imagined. At our school, we would not claim to have done the most, but would claim to have done our 
bit, and that ‘bit’ would not have been possible without the backing of a fantastic bunch of staff, so many committed and 
upbeat children, and a whole heap of wonderful parents. 
 

Fingers crossed you all get to enjoy the holiday and let’s hope the second wave is just part of 
saying goodbye to your child on their first day back at school.  
 

Enjoy the summer -wherever it does or does not take you. 



Is-

All Y11 and Y13 grades for our school have now gone in to the Exam 
Boards and so all we can do is wait for the Results Days: 

Year 13 Results Day – Thursday 13 August 
Year 11 Results Day – Thursday 20 August 

We have yet to decide how we will run these days considering the 
social distancing measures which will likely still be in place to some 
extent. We will ensure more details come out before the end of 
term. 

The grades we have sent in are based on a range of sources – not 
just mock exams – and we have been scrupulous in following the 
guidance we have been given by OFQUAL. OFQUAL are the                     
government department who regulate qualifications, exams and 
tests in England. 

Y11 & Y13 Grades Update 

PTFA’s on Zoom... 

The Friary School’s PTFA have continued to be active through the shut-
down and the recent Zoom Meeting was a buzz of great ideas, futures 
plans and unwavering support. 

There were a wide range of items discussed including the lead roles in 
the group, virtual fund-raising, long-term plans for comedy and movie 
nights, online options, and spending plans. 

Lottie Hearn, Assistant Headteacher, said: “We never need a reminder 
of how fantastic our PTFA are but it is impossible not to be impressed 
by the on-going, online support. It is wonderful to be part of such a 
warm and friendly team. Everyone was looking forward to getting back 
to business and fingers crossed normal service will be returned soon.” 

If you would like to learn more about The Friary School’s PTFA there is a 
‘A Heartfelt Hello’ from them on our school website.  

The Friary School is delighted to report a major extension to the 
school’s canteen facilities which will be completed over the summer 
holidays. 

The extension will provide further food outlets and extra seating in 
what is a busy area of the school. The space will also be designed to be 
adaptable for large group teaching and school events. 

The building works have been secured through funding from the       
Greywood Multi-Schools Trust, who we academised with in September 
2019, and architects, engineers and builders are already well down the 
planning route. 

Furthermore, our fantastic PTFA are funding the furniture for the area 

in terms of new seating, tables, TVs and decoration, in what will be a 

real plus for every student at the school. 

Major Extension at The Friary  

Events at The Friary School... 
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The following message from Lottie Hearn (Assistant Headteacher)  regarding Y11 Prom. 

“I am writing to update you on where we are with this year’s Year 11 Prom. I can still 
hardly believe that we will not be experiencing the glitz and glamour of Year 11 arriving 
at Branston Golf Club to give their final school year the send off it deserves. We were 
all booked up for the 1st July not having any idea that we would be where we are now. 

We still want to make sure that Year 11 get to celebrate together and if we can make 
the Prom happen, we will. I have spoken with the venue and they have confirmed that 
we can re-book for the Autumn if restrictions on large gatherings are lifted.                        
Unfortunately, they have no inside information on when this is likely to be but as soon 
as we know that we can legally run the event we will. We remain hopeful that we can 
do this during the first half term of the new academic year. However, if by October half
-term we are no further forward, then we may have to look to cancel. 

All ticket money for the Prom is being held by the school in readiness for the booking 
to go ahead in the Autumn but if this proves impossible then we will issue a refund via 
your Parent Pay Account so keep your details. 

As I mentioned, we are not at the point of considering cancelling the Prom yet, and this 
year it feels more important than ever that this year group get the opportunity to see 
the year out properly.” 

Y11 Prom Update 

Virtual Sports Day  

The PE department hosted a Virtual Sports Day in July for students and staff 
to take part in at home. We think it was a great way to get the whole school 
community back together whilst having fun and staying active. During this 
lockdown period, we are all aware of how important it is to look after our 
physical and mental well-being and what better way to do that than take 
part in an inter-House, whole school event.  

Those that were involved, completed 10 challenges over a week and emailed 
there PE teachers photos and videos as evidence.  

The event included: 
CHALLENGE 1: Standing Long Jump 
CHALLENGE 2: Standing Shot Put 
CHALLENGE 3: 1 Minute Keepy Uppies 
CHALLENGE 4: Stork Stand Balance 
CHALLENGE 5: 1 Minute Sit Up’s 

The sudden closures brought about by the coronavirus knocked us for 
six but we could not afford to let our brilliant Year 11 leave without 
something of a send-off. 

Amidst staffing shortages, and a million-and-one things coming at us 
from all directions, we made sure our Year 11s who had stuck with 
got the Leavers Assembly they deserved. 

Having been told at 8.15am that on top of a hectic day that had to be 
ready to run at 1.30pm, Heads of House and other staff were spirited 
into offices to pull together music performances, awards, stories, 5 
years of photos, and more besides, and with an amazing audience we 
all pulled it off. 

There were lots of laughs, lots of tears, lots of singing and chanting, 
and still plenty of time for shirt-signings, hugs and anecdotes. 

Y11 Leavers Assembly 
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CHALLENGE 6: Speed Bounce 
CHALLENGE 7: 4m Ball Throw 
CHALLENGE 8: Plank Challenge 
CHALLENGE 9: Tennis Ball Bounce 
CHALLENGE 10: Burpees 



Noah Rhodes (Year 9) won the Lichfield Round of the Rotary Club’s                      
Photography Competition with his photograph to the theme of ‘Through 
My Eyes’. 

The competition aims to encourage young people to: 

 experiment with photography 

 use digital and/or traditional methods of photography 

 demonstrate interpretation of the topic 

 express ideas through the medium of photography 

There are three rounds to the competition local, district and national. 
Pupils entered three images with a written statement to explain their 
response to the theme. 

The Prize was a cheque of £50 from Lichfield Rotary. Entries next year will 
be in for the end of January, see Mrs Brickett for the next theme to enter 
that is advertised around school in the Autumn Term. 

Success in Photography Competition 

Our school is proud to retain our Holocaust Beacon School Status and as 
part of our commitment to this topic, we work with the Holocaust    
Educational Trust and their ‘Lessons From Auschwitz’ project. 

The programme has taken over 41,000 students to Auschwitz since 1999. 

It is based on the premise that ‘hearing is not like seeing’, this four-part 
course explores the universal lessons of the Holocaust and its relevance 
for today. The project aims to increase knowledge and understanding of 
the Holocaust for young people and to clearly highlight what can happen 
if prejudice and racism become acceptable. 

The visits to the former Nazi concentration and death camp of Auschwitz
-Birkenau are preceded and followed by half-day seminars in order to 
ensure an exceptional educational experience.  Two of our Year 12 
historians went along this time, Louis Caldwell and Toby Morris-Samuels, 
and their visit on 11 March was the last entrance before the camp closed 
due to the coronavirus. 

If you would like to learn more about the Holocaust Educational Trust 
visit: https://www.het.org.uk/ 

Lessons from Auschwitz  

Our school was delighted to support Staffordshire County Council by    
handing over our facilities to support a food provision programme for 
vulnerable families and individuals living in our local area. 

During the lockdown, we opened up our Sports Hall for food storage, 
packing chains, and then welcomed delivery vehicles on site to ensure we 
could do our bit for our community. 

Matt Allman, Headteacher, said: “The SCC staff were fantastic  – with many 
of them stepping out of their usual roles to co-ordinate community 
schemes – and we were just pleased to be able to help. We are now             
working with local NHS teams to support in a similar way with vaccination 
schemes.”  

Providing Food Through Lockdown 
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https://www.het.org.uk/
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Raising money for a Cancer Charity 

Making Scrubs 

for the NHS  

Talent Competitions 

Art Projects 

Virtual Sports Day 

Making Bags for NHS 

Raised  

£1050  

for NHS 

Digital 

Artwork 

What the students 

have been up to... 
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Donating Stock to 

Foodbank 

GIS  Mapping  

VE Day Celebrations  

Y6 Transition 

French in the Home 

RAF Competition 

Working on Culinary Skills  
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Virtual House Assemblies  

The following students were 
awarded their Full School Colours: 

 Josef Holmes (Y11) 

 Megan Plover (Y11) 

 James Reynolds (Y11) 

 Kerris Shepherd (Y11) 
 

The following students were awarded their 
Half-School Colours: 

 Oliver Atkin (Y9) 

 Dennis Ho (Y10) 

 Megan Jones (Y10) 

 Freya Lawrence (Y10) 

 Bobby Mathieson (Y8) 

The following students were 
awarded their Full School Colours: 

 Shuyeb Khan (Y11) 
 

The following students were awarded their 
Half-School Colours: 

 Maia Curnow (Y10) 

 Thomas Elmore (Y9) 

 George Greenslade (Y10) 

 Alex Hornsby (Y9) 

 Meg Mathias (Y8) 

The following students were 
awarded their Full School Colours: 

 Grace McKue (Y11) 

 Ethan Oxley (Y11) 

 Poppy Spanner (Y11) 

 Erin Staite (Y11) 

 Elliot Turnock (Y11) 

The following students were awarded their 
Half-School Colours: 

 Emily Elson (Y10) 

 Rebecca Oatley (Y10) 

 Blaise Parke (Y9) 

 Niamh Spence (Y9) 

 Nate Wallace (Y8) 

The following students were 
awarded their Full School Colours: 

 Dan Bond (Y11) 

 Penny Mace (Y11) 

 Lauren Riley (Y11) 

 Matt Sykes (Y11) 

 Dylan Wynne (Y11) 

The following students were awarded their 
Half-School Colours: 

 Ben Askew (Y11) 

 Holly Rolfe (Y11) 

 Izzy Swynnerton (Y10) 

 Sydney Tearle (Y10) 

 Caitlyn Wright (Y10) 

Darwin 

Garrick 

Johnson  

Seward 

House celebrations are always a tradition at the end of our Easter term. We didn’t want to lose that tradition, so the Heads of 

House’s pulled together a virtual assembly for each house, celebrating what has happened up until the closure and 

acknowledge those students who have been awarded Full or Half-school colours. Those lucky students and listed below.  





The Friary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Lichfield 

Staffordshire 

WS13 7EW  

Tel: 01543 267 400 

Email: office@friaryschool.com                                                                                                                             


