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Newsletter  

MAKING THE MOST OF TWO-

WAY COMMUNICATION... 

The move from primary to secondary school is a big step and the 

conversations at the school gate that often helped the home-

school contact are not so feasible.  

This school year we have re-jigged our school/home communica-

tion systems with more progress-related contact, better use of 

email, and updates to the school website which should help to 

take things forward. 

We have also replaced our Year 9-13 Aspiration Evenings with 

Partnership Evenings for every Year group to try and get specific 

age and stage related messages across to parents. There is no 

doubt that children perform best at school when home and 

school work and talk together so we are hoping our new struc-

tures will facilitate this. 

Of course, this termly newsletter is another string to our bow, but 

the chance to meet face-to-face and have a dialogue is more 

often key. It will be good to see as many of you as possible in the 

year ahead, but for now catch up on the Autumn Term. 
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DIARY DATES 

6/1   Return to school 

16/1   Y11 Parents Evening 

11/2   Battle of the Bands 

13/2   Y10 Parents Evening 

5/3   Y8 Parents Evening 

12/3   Y9 Pathways Evening 

18/3 - 20/3   Encore  

26/3   Y12 Parents Evening  
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HOLIDAY DATES  

Half Term - 17th February to 21st February  

Easter Holiday  - 6th April to 17th April  
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Headteacher’s Address 
 

It has been an Autumn Term which has not been without its 
challenges, though the school has continued to move forward, 
and there is a lot to be very proud about.  
  
The school year began amidst real celebrations after a fantas-
tic set of summer results. We later learnt that we had been 
ranked the best performing school in Staffordshire in the DfE 
Performance Tables. Certainly, for us it was a case of great, 
we’ve done well, but we were already wholly focused on the 
next year group. Of course, the league tables are beset with 
problems, and comparisons are incredibly crude, but it was still  
nice to be there, and it was some confirmation that we get most 
things right and have helped our students achieve a great deal.  
  
Anyhow, there was no time to rest on any laurels as we had a 
full year group of 210+ replacing a small year group of 161 so 

the school creaked somewhat as the new cohort came in. Equally, our Sixth Form had increased in size; though thank-
fully not to the overwhelming proportions that would mean our 1-to-1 focus on students would get lost. We are certainly 
having to work on some creative solutions to meet the growing demand for places, but with some imagination, some 
canny use of the budget, and our wonderful PTFA, we think we are heading towards some great solutions. More to 
follow on that one… 
  
The issue of mental health provision continues to be writ large across education and society at present and there is 
always the question as to whether more can be done. The wider provision is certainly under great pressure - with a 
CAMHS appointments taking on average 56 days amidst swinging cuts to local provision - and our school, like all 
others, have to work around this context. Mental health provision is usually a very personal support, it won’t be meas-
ured in a league table, or flagged up on a newspaper headline, so it is not something that goes on in a highly visible 
way. Even so, we have very obvious areas of the school where support can be accessed, and we routinely push the 
messages of awareness, openness and mutual care in assemblies, Focus Weeks and lessons. In fact, all schools in 
our locale, have access to a wide range of external agencies and we all work with them on a regular basis to support 
our students and families. 
 
Recently, OFSTED have rightly made a big play on teaching young people ‘resilience’ and ‘independence’ and this is 
an important aspect of supporting mental health too. A recent assembly focused on Hans Rosling’s ’Factfulness’ (2019) 
argument which encourages us to learn about the world and to uncover the realities; not because everything is ‘right’, 
but because not everything is so ‘wrong’. The media - whether print, online or social - shapes so much thinking nowa-
days but there is a critical need to scratch beneath the surface and really understand what needs to be dealt with. Of 
course, we can tell our students this, but far better they experience it. The World Challenge Trip to Malawi is well un-
derway in terms of preparations and this experience is very much about this theme. Likewise, letting students inde-
pendently negotiate the Champs-Élysées in October, meeting a Holocaust survivor in January, trekking on Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions in May, touring the Normandy beaches in July, (and our list only goes on and on), are all about 
personal growth and enhancing well-being. Equally, success in academic learning, involvement in Saturday School, 
learning an instrument, all contribute to supporting mental health, though summoning the engagement and enthusiasm 
can be the barrier. Do schools do lots to support mental health and well-being ? Yes - and with declining services 
elsewhere they have to. Can we all do more to support mental health and well-being - schools, parents, families, the 
community, ourselves ? Of course - always - but this often applies to everything we do. 
  
A big part of our school life is our local community and the term also saw that commitment make a real difference. We 
enjoyed our House Weeks - and there are two more in the Spring Term - and the fund-raising by Garrick House for the 
Lichfield Food Bank saw a mountain of food, as well as other funds, head down to help, whilst Darwin House success-
fully raised almost £2,000 for Acorn’s Hospice. These efforts were very much about caring for those around us; the 
Lichfield family’s cupboard filled up in the run-up to Christmas would bring a welcome security that would otherwise be 
lacking; the West Midlands’ parents embraced by hospice care for their sick child would bring a level of support most of 
us would only be able to imagine. These fund-raising opportunities access the crucial role we can all play in mental 
health and well-being support. Simply looking out for, and carrying the load for, others can be a hugely positive experi-
ence for ourselves. The individual, the parent, the family, the school, the clinical practitioner, can never do it alone - it 
should always very much be a group effort. 
  
The beginning of a new decade is always a good time to reflect and for our students this will be their decade. It will see 
all of them grow from childhood to adulthood. Let us all hope that they do so with the care from 
others, and the resilience in themselves, to strive, flourish and be happy. If that is what the next 
decade provides then it will be a great one.   
 
 



Is-

Our World Food Day celebrations saw a hectic week organised by the 
Science Department that brought thoughts, tastes and awareness to the 
minds of every student. 

The assembly week focussed on the level of hunger in the world and 
practical ways that we can all help achieve the target of #Zerohunger. 
Likewise, tutor time activities covered the topic in detail and foods from 
around the world have been celebrated on different days in the canteen; 
for example, on Thursday the students thoroughly enjoyed the Indian 
dishes on offer. 

In other areas of the school we had a farmer’s market of produce from 
local producers - a BIG thank you to Bradbury’s Farm Shop in Lichfield, 
and also Woodhouse Farm and Garden in Fisherwick, for donating              
produce. Finally, tastebuds tingled where students ate insects as an 
alternative protein source to meat - with, buffalo worms, mealworms, 
crickets and locusts of the menu. 

World Food Week  

Interact Club Presentation 

Throughout the year, our Sixth Form Interact group works tirelessly to 
raise money for different charities. Last term, Sixth Form students 
supported by Rotarians from the Lichfield St Chad Rotary Club, put on 
a range of fundraising events to raise money for ‘Mind’. There were 
cake sales and bingo that enabled students to not only purchase a 
commemorative tree but also donate £100 to the charity. 

More recently, our Interact Club held a special meeting on Wednesday 
6th November. The meeting was attended by the President of the 
Rotary Club of Lichfield St Chad, Mr Andrew Maw who presented the 
badge of office to the President of the Interact Club, Katie Hayward 
(Y13), and lapel badges to all the Interactors. The group then visited 
the site of the tree planted in the grounds of the school by the Interact 
Club members last year. The tree now has a plaque celebrating the 
work of the charity MIND and the 20th Anniversary of the Interact Club 
at the school.  

The Performing Arts Department kicked off the academic year with an 
exciting trip to London’s West End. The cohort had a day full of              
excitement and terror ! They arrived in London’s West End and                 
participated in a workshop, run by the stage crew of the gripping    
production of ‘The Woman in Black’. In this workshop, the students 
performed on the West End stage, using extracts and moments from 
the show, with the focus of creating tension and suspense for the 
audience. After lunch, they braced themselves for the terrifying but 
thrilling performance itself. The students were on the edge of their seat 
while the chilling story unfolded.  
 
Finally, the students were offered the rare opportunity to talk to the                
two-man cast after the performance. The cast were impressed by the 
insightful questions about the production, and the actor’s professional 
experience and progression story taught valuable life lessons. 

West End Trip to ‘The Woman in Black’ 

Events at The Friary School... 
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Is-

Student representatives travelled to the National Arboretum to lay our annual 
wreath in memory of those who have lost their lives serving our country.  
 
Elsewhere, there was an exhibition about the First and Second World War 
which included, as a centre-piece a world map, which asked all students to 
place stickers where members of their family had served in the armed forces. 
The display saw stickers covering the globe and conversations between            
students and staff about their families own contributions. 
 
There were also special assemblies, poppy-selling, and tutor time activities 
designed to encourage spiritual reflection. 

Remembrance Week 

True Life Crime Conference 

Year 13 Sociology and Psychology students attended a ‘True Life Crime 
Conference: Behind Bars’ in Birmingham as part of their A-Level                  
courses. 

This unique event allowed students to hear the remarkable life stories 
of several convicted criminals who have turned their lives around. The 
crimes ranged from drug offences, multi-million pound fraud, and 
murder. Jack Sherbourne and Noah Rhodes were even selected to 
model a typical inmate uniform and walked a prison catwalk! 

Years 8-10 students were involved in an exciting careers talk about 
Motorsport. 

The students selected had previously expressed an interest in               
motorsport / engineering or a related subject in their aspirations 
questionnaires. The presentation gave the students an insight that 
isn’t normally seen by fans. 

The students found it hugely interesting and were most engrossed in 
the detailed talk about the world of motorsports engineering and 
how many other careers link in with this.  

Motorsports Careers Talk 

A group of Year 11 students took part in a Careers and Interview Skills 
Workshop as part of our Raising Aspirations Programme. 

The programme, delivered in partnership with Morrison’s as part of 
IGD’s charitable ‘Feeding Britain’s Future’ programme.  

The workshop gave our students a unique opportunity to develop their 
awareness of employability skills and prepare for future workplace 
interviews. 

Morrison’s Careers and Interview Skills Workshop 
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Friary Sixth Form students have signed up to give up some of their                     
Enrichment time to undertake reading with Year 7 children. 

All Sixth Formers have been trained in how to undertake the support and 
the younger students certainly respond well to such a positive role models 
for them as they look to work their way through secondary school.  

Peer Support through Reading Buddies 

Year 11 students Alice Blackwell and Mia Lowe have extended Darwin 
House’s commitment to Acorns Hospice by launching their own                  
fund-raising project to support this crucial local facility. 

The children’s hospice plays a critical role for young people and families 
in our area, but it is threatened with closure unless £2million can be 
raised. 

Mia and Alice hosted the event at The Plant Pot garden centre in              
Lichfield and set up a raffle, stalls, games, competitions and even Storm 
Troopers! They also set up a ticket stall at the school during                      
lunch-times. 

Fund-Raising for Acorns Hospice 

Y11 GCSE Art students enjoyed a trip to London to visit the National   
Portrait Gallery and the V&A Museum. The National Portrait Gallery has a 
range of exhibitions – some in place for only a few weeks, and other more 
long-term displays. There is something for everyone, with portraits of 
celebrities to pre-Raphaelite artwork. 

The V&A is the world’s leading art and design museum and currently has 
exhibitions on Mary Quant, Fashion in Motion and Jewellery 

The trip was directly linked to the students’ GCSE course and was designed 
to support both their portfolio and exam work. 

London Art Trip 

Year 12 students took part in an Employability Workshop as part of our 
Raising Aspirations Programme. 

The workshops were run by Rick Hill and his team of 20 volunteer           
professionals from a range of different industries. During these sessions,                
students were given guidance about jobs, careers, interviews and first 
impressions. 

The session then developed into an individual mock interview and was 
designed to ensure every student is prepped and ready to go when it 
comes to university, apprenticeship or job interviews. 

Y12 Employability Workshop 
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Partnership Evenings 
 
We have introduced a new parental evening for each 
Year group this year in response to parental discus-
sions and the rapid changes that continue to take 
place in education which make it difficult for parents 
to keep up-to-speed with the challenges their children 
are facing. 

The Partnership Evenings will give Year specific guid-
ance for each cohort and offer an outline of what to 
expect, how to help, and what the future might be. A 
whole host of topics will include English, Maths, Boys’ 
Engagement and E-Safety. 

The Partnership Evenings will run to the following 
schedule: 

* Year 7 Partnership Evening - 23 January 2020 - 6.00-  
7.00pm 
* Year 8 Partnership Evening - 7 November 2019 - 
6.00-7.00pm 
* Year 9 Partnership Evening - 24 October 2019 - 6.00-
7.00pm 
* Year 10 Partnership Evening - 19 September 2019 - 
6.00-7.00pm 
* Year 11 - Sixth Form Open Evening - 12 November 
2019 - 6.00-8.00pm 
* Year 12 Partnership Evening - 10 October 2019 -  
6.00-7.30pm 
* Year 12 UCAS Evening - 4 June 2020 - 6.00-6.45pm 

These evenings will run in addition to the Year Parents 
Evenings, ACE Meetings, etc. 

Pathways 
 

We work to ensure that all students get a broad curricu-
lum that allows them to do what they enjoy and which 
helps them to achieve their aspirations. 
 
Our Pathways planning supports the students by guid-
ing them to make their subject choices in Year 9 so that 
they can flourish and enjoy Years 10-11. 
 
The Pathways will change annually depending on many 
factors but we can already say, as part of what has been 
a long-term plan, the current Year 9 onwards will have 
more students taking the E-Bacc suite of subjects 
(English, Maths, Science, History or Geography, French).   
 
Rest assured though, we will continue to offer plenty of 
choice as making a positive decisions reaps the rewards. 

The New Skirts... 
 
So after much build-up, and the odd bit of drama, the 
new skirts came in and have proved a massive success. 
It has been really impressive how many girls took to 
them straight away - even the older years who we 
thought may be a little more reluctant. It certainly has 
been the death of the micro-skirts that had crept in and 
the feedback from parents and the wider community 
has been overwhelmingly positive. 
 
We over a great debt  gratitude to all parents who have 
literally bought into this - THANK YOU ! Now we have 
just to make sure the uniform is spot on in school and 
that there is no temptation to roll them up !   

Friary 
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PHSE 
 
There have been large-scale changes to the national 
requirements for Personal, Social & Health Educa-
tion (PHSE) provision, and though we have had to 
make few content changes, we are re-developing 
the structure of sessions. 
 
Our long-term plan has been to correlate PHSE fully 
into our Focus Week Programme and this will be 
rolled out through the year. This will mean that say 
Sexual Health Week will have age-specific assem-
blies and tutor times for all students; but one year 
group will have extra sessions planned in on perti-
nent topics through that week. 
 
We will ensure that all parents are contacted in 
advance via email on topics so you are pre-warned 
on issues like contraception, cancer, etc, and will 
ensure as we re-jig the website that all details are 
published online. 

Parents Support  
 
Our PTFA is a fantastic support to the school and it is 
their work which is playing a major part in extending 
our canteen provision in Summer 2020. Please check 
out their web page at: www.friaryschool.com/ptfa/  
 
Even so, we are increasingly benefitting from parents 
bringing their expertise into the school and making a 
massive difference. One parent is using his business 
to support our site’s tree work; another by equip-
ping our Food Department; another by leading rugby 
training. If you think you can help drop us a line - you 
could be the one to make the difference. 

Elite Performers 
 
Our Elite Performers scheme is a dedicated curricu-
lum package which dovetails with local, regional and 
national organisations and ensures that we provide 
the specific curriculum and pastoral interventions to 
ensure that elite performers have the support in 
school to maintain both their academic progression, 
but also have the freedom to hone the talents that 
give them the chance of shining on the national and 
international stage. 

The Elite Performers scheme offers inspiration to all 
of our students but is only applicable to those stu-
dents who have already been judged by the school to 
be attaining an ‘elite’ standard in their chosen field. 
 
This may include 
* approved absence for events 
* an adapted curriculum to work alongside specialist  
    training. 
* mentoring to support the dual priorities 
* close liaison with parents 
 
Recent examples have included karate world champi-
onships, Olympic dressage, national youth orches-
tras, football club placements, international dance, 
regional / national theatrical roles, and have seen our 
students shine across the UK and overseas. 

  

The Elite Performers scheme is non-statutory and 
operates solely at the school’s discretion - there is no 
set entitlement to any requests for support. All deci-
sions are taken by the Headteacher and retain our 
obvious priority on providing high quality education.  

NEWS 
 

Issue 10            Dec  2019                www.friaryschool.co.uk            01543 267 400  

https://www.friaryschool.com/ptfa/


Is-

Over 40 French students enjoyed a 4-day field trip to Paris and returned 
weary from their expedition but having had a wonderful time. The first 
full day saw a hectic schedule that took in most of the main sites, seeing 
Montparnasse Tower, a walking tour which took them to the                     
Luxembourg Gardens and Palais, Saint Sulpice Church, then taking a 
break with some lunch by the Eiffel Tower. Then they marched under the 
tower, before enjoying a cruise down the Seine, and then resumed 
walking tour to take in the Louvre, Tuillieres, Place de Concorde, the 
Champs Elysees and L’Arc de Triomphe. Finally, before weary feet landed 
back at our hotel, we had a night drive around the city to see the lights 
on all the major attractions. 

The second day began with a visit to the Pompidou Centre and then 
lunch in the local squares, which were filled with modern art and                   
sculptures. We then headed onto the Metro to travel to the Sacre Coeur, 
before students took in the Montmatre district. The last day brought a 
shopping trip on the way home before the ferry crossing brought us 
home. 

Y11 Trip to Paris  

Y7 Dedication Service 

Our annual Year 7 Dedication Service welcoming our new students 
took place at Lichfield Cathedral and the grand location matched the 
huge potential in this year group. 

The service was again led by Reverent Canon Andrew Stead and 
included songs, recitals and prayers as part of the dedication. 

There were also speeches from the Head Boy, Niall Preston, the Head 
Girl, Hattie Rumsey – giving a fantastic outline of how to make the 
most of your time in school - and the Headteacher. Even so, the 
limelight was stolen by William Gittings and Amelia Long who                   
recounted their experiences of their arrival at The Friary. 

This Christmas our school has received Rotary Shoe Boxes to send to 
Eastern European families in need. Each form has filled a box to be sent 
off to countries including Ukraine, Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Moldova 
and Romania, for parents and children to receive in time for Christmas. 
 
The boxes are a great opportunity to let someone that is struggling 
know that people care and that there is help for them. It gives students 
the chance to give families a Christmas that they have previously only 
dreamed of. 
 
Katie Hayward, Year 13 Senior Student and the outgoing Chair of The 
Friary Interact Club, said: ‘I am so proud of the work we do as a group in 
school. We feel that by raising money for local and international                  
charities, we are able to support our local community and make a  
difference to the lives of other young people across the world.’ 

Shoebox Appeal 
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Our annual focus on National Anti-Bullying Week was celebrated at school 
with assemblies, tutor times, displays, quizzes and awareness events                 
designed to promote the all-important anti-bullying message. This event is 
central to our Focus Weeks programme and integrates well with our Safer 
Internet Day, Sangha (Friendship) Day, and Mental Health Awareness Week. 

This week included students and staff getting involved in ‘Odd Socks Day’ to 
push the message that being different and standing out is absolutely fine and 
there should be no pressure to conform or be the same as everyone else. 
There were also ‘Change Starts with…’ postcards where students recorded 
what they would do to support their peers and to eliminate bullying and by 
the end of the week there were well over 200 examples. 

These events were supported by our programmes involving our House                
Anti-Bullying Reps, our House and Student Councils, and our peer support 
schemes which make up our daily and weekly support packages. 

Anti-Bullying Week 

‘The Wind in the Willows’ was originally written by Kenneth Grahame in 
1908 and was adapted into a musical by Julian Fellows before premiering in 
October 2016. The story has also been adapted into numerous television 
broadcasts, cartoons and countless other stories featuring the characters. 

The Friary’s show ran for four nights and a matinee and received rave 
reviews throughout which built to a crescendo of praise by the final show 
on the Saturday night. Until the recent musical adaptation, the story had 
fell somewhat out of fashion, but now a new generation of students have 
taken the characters of Mole, Badger, Otter, Chief Weasel, and of course, 
Toad, to their hearts. 

The show maintained the previous high benchmarks of Friary productions 
with excellent acting, superb singing, live music, strong technical expertise, 
and excellent direction. 

The Wind in the Willows 

The charity fund-raising Christmas Tree Decoration Event at city’s                
Cathedral is well worth dropping into and the school’s entry is crying out 
for you to cast your vote for it. 

This year our tree has taken the traditional story of St Nicholas as our 
inspiration. One story recounts that St Nicholas learned of a poor man 
who was not able to support his three daughters. St Nicholas travelled to 
his house and tossed three sacks of gold down the chimney, one for each 
of the three girls. The gold happened to land in each of the girl’s               
stockings, which were hanging by the fire to dry, and the oranges             
traditionally given out at Christmas are a symbol of this gold left by St 
Nicholas. 

As a school, we place a great emphasis upon the importance of a              
community spirit between students, parents and staff. We push the 
message to students that there are lots of simple ways we can help those 
around us. 

 Lichfield Cathedral’s Christmas Tree Competition 
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French Department took the lead in organising a celebration of European Day 
of Modern Languages. The European Day of Languages is always on the 26th  
September and is jointly organised by the Council of Europe and the                      
European Union. Its aim is to encourage language learning across Europe. 

The week saw a fanfare of activities including face-painting, prize                         
competitions, French breakfasts, tutor time activities, assemblies, etc. It all 
built up to the Year 11 trip to Paris. 

European Day of Modern Languages 

Baby Egg Boom is Back  

Following a successful coursework project last year, the Health & Social Care 
Department decided to go ‘egg crazy’ again. We were astounded by how 
many hours over the half-term break students spent last year designing 
some eggstravagant creations but the new Year 10s went one better and 
with great excitement have showed off their designs. 

Their project involves the eggs going to all of their lessons for the whole 
week including after school activities, which is early research for their  
assignment on life events and how they impact an individual’s                         
circumstances. 

Back in September saw the first of the GCSE Maths Masterclasses and 
Boosters for Year 11s and there was a huge attendance right from the 
off. 

There will be multiple boosters, support sessions, call-backs, etc, in 
Maths and all subjects for the rest of the year but these particular                 
sessions are designed to stretch students to reach their very best grade 
grades. The first session after the Christmas break will be Wednesday 
15th January 2020. 

Year 11 GCSE Maths Boosters  

A huge congratulations to The Friary Year 10 Girls Netball team                          
continued their fine teamwork and technique in winning a district 
netball tournament. 

The girls played fantastically, winning all games bar a solitary draw, and 
were the overall winners. The team are always enthusiastic and work 
hard each week at netball training. They are a credit to the school. 

Y10 Netball Team Win Tournament 
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The Friary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Lichfield 

Staffordshire 

WS13 7EW  

Tel: 01543 267 400 
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