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3rd January 2018 

 
Dear Mr Aheer, 
 

RE: CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED NO WAITING AT ANY TIME RESTRICTIONS IN EASTERN AVENUE 
 

I am writing to you to express my disapproval of the Proposed No Waiting At Any Time Restrictions for Eastern Avenue in 
Lichfield on week days between Monday to Friday which are currently up for consultation and which I am concerned will 
cause additional problems with school traffic. 
 

Clearly, this move has been designed to allow for police access to their new facility but gives no consideration to ourselves 
or the wider local community. Indeed, it would have been more sensible to have set up the new facility with exit routes 
onto the A51 rather than Eastern Avenue. 
 

There is a 15 minute window at the end and start of the day where there is congestion around the school but for the rest 
of the time there is no issue. Equally, it is important to note that the school is closed for 13 weeks per year so for a quarter 
of the year there is no significant traffic. 
 

This decision would badly affect our parents who have to drop off their children at school as we draw from a large 
catchment that is not always on bus routes. The school forecourt cannot cater for the numbers of parents needing to drop 
off and is already a danger to students. It is worth noting that the most sensible safeguarding strategy for us would be to 
block off the school drive - like most schools - and we would do this if it were not for the District Council / County Council’s 
Sports Centre on our site that needs full access. Effectively, we could not secure the safety of children on an already hectic 
forecourt and any injury would rest solely and publicly in the hands of your department. 
 

Elsewhere, the decision would inevitably make the life of our neighbours very difficult as many parents would simply have 
to wait on the residential roads off Eastern Avenue. This would certainly lead to blocked drives and bumps on cars in 
narrow streets. We can protect the children’s safety with the present arrangements as we have a zebra crossing on Eastern 
Avenue and can man the area with duty staff. However, the increased traffic on side-roads would make supervision and 
safety impossible to maintain and would put hundreds of our children and local families at increased risk. 
 

This congestion on the side-roads will become an even bigger issue as all evidence so far points to the fact that the new 
police facility has insufficient parking spaces so police officers and other staff will already have to park on the side roads. 
Indeed, I have already had two serving police officers offer to pay for a parking space in our car-park due to the lack of 
supply on the police facility site. 
 

The current arrangements are not ideal - I daresay they never will be around a large school which has over 1,000 children 
departing at the same time - but I do genuinely fear the new plans will make matters far worse. It is disappointing that 
the new police facility could not have been designed to prevent this proposed restriction simply by loading access points 
onto the A51. 
 

I will be ensuring that our local neighbours are made aware of your proposed restrictions so that they can contribute to 
the consultation before the closing date on Monday 15th January. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr Matt Allman 
Headteacher 
 


