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The Friary Ethic Sets Agenda 

We have thought long and hard about making our focus on what 

is important at the school crystal clear and in the end we went to 

the best source for answers: the students. 

We set upon deciding upon a FRIARY Ethic - a set of working and 

moral principles about what was important to us all. 

Using our name as an acronym (FRIARY), students and staff have 

combined to come up with what the most important foci are for 

everyone in our school and the final decisions are very much 

something we can all live with: 

F = FRIENDSHIP       R = RESPONSIBILITY 

I = INDEPENDENCE       A = ASPIRATION 

R = RESILIENCE        Y = YOU 

We move forward to 2017-2018 with out own FRIARY Ethic in 

place and a clear focus for our work in the new school year. 

The new House system, the input of parents, the commitment of 

teachers will all best be served with a shared set of principles. We 

hope you can buy into it along with everyone else. 
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DIARY DATES 

17th August  - A-Level     

Results day  

24th August  - GCSE 

Results Day 

 4th Sept - Staff Training

    5th Sept - Staff Training

6th Sept - First Day of

Autumn Term 
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HOLIDAY DATES 

October Half -Term - 21st October - 29th October 

Christmas Break - 16th December - 2nd January 
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The Summer 2017 exam results are really up-in-the-air and our 
magic crystal ball that allows us to predict what grades stu-
dents are going to achieve is well and truly clouded up.  
 

We have sought to flag up to parents through letters, posters, 
websites articles and parents’ evenings, the move from A*-G to 
9-1 in GCSE English and Maths this year. Most subjects - 
though not all - follow for Summer 2018 and that’s without 
taking any notice of the equable vocational courses which 
retain their Distinction *-Pass grades. 
 

This lack of clarity is compounded by the fact that teachers have no real idea what will constitute a new ‘5’ 
or ‘6’ or ‘7’ and so on. The exam regulator (OFQUAL) has given the following guidance: 
 

        “Our advice to schools would be this: do not rely on any predictions of grade boundary marks for  
          new GCSEs next summer. They are only a best guess, regardless of any modelling that might have  
          been done. If the boundaries in the summer turn out to be different, which is quite likely… you  
          and your students might be disappointed. 
 

Essentially, the grades will be more determined by how many people get what mark so will be more divid-
ed up on scores rather than the quality of answers. This means that your daughter in Year 10 may get a ‘6’, 
but your son in Year 8 may give exactly the same answer and only get a ‘5’ two years later. 
 

Earlier in the year, the Secretary of State for Education, Justine Greening, announced that Grade 4 would 
be a ‘Standard’ Pass and Grade 5 a ‘Strong’ Pass. This was news to schools who had been told they needed 
to get students’ ‘5’s, though local colleges were already saying that they only needed ‘4’ for their entry 
requirements. Twitter feeds talked of a Grade 7 being a ‘Herculean Pass’ and Grade 8 a ‘Bionic Man Pass’. 
 

Better news is that it is not just The Friary that is having to get grips with a grading system that leaves us 
somewhat groping in the dark. All local secondary schools will publish a joint press release for GCSE results 
which will point out that grades will be unclear until a national picture emerges much later and that year-
on-year comparisons in the same school will be irrelevant. Last year we saw 69% of students get GCSE 
English & Maths (A*-C) but in the new 9-5 reckoning evidence suggests our joint figure will be closer to 
50% which could well be a greater success! 
 

This leaves the parents of our current Year 7-10 in a difficult position as they look at report grades that 
have fluctuated. This is more likely to be down to our pursuit of accuracy in the new gradings - especially 
when we are working to a 5-year curriculum which is plotting a Year 7’s route to their GCSE final grade. We 
are getting there, we are working incredibly hard to devise rigorous and accurate assessments, but final 
grades are not concrete anywhere and we will have to ask for patience and an awareness of the national 
picture. The effort grades are a good barometer for learning and a valuable guide for your child. 
 

Amidst this confusing picture, the school and governors are maintaining a focus on what brings outstand-
ing learning. Specialist teachers who are in their lessons day-in-and-day-out, clear marking and feedback, a 
clear message on standards and expectations, a sense of competition alongside shared identity, and a 
repeated call to arms for all of us to back one another 100% in helping our children succeed and flourish. 
 

The only certainty in education is that things will change but it will settle 
in time. This will be achieved through patience, care and team-work; comb- 
ining the best efforts of students, teachers and parents, all pulling in the  
same direction. We can do this, and we will do this. 
 

Enjoy a lovely summer, have a great time with your children, and we go  
again in September.                                                                                                          Matt Allman (Headteacher) 
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National Armed Forces Day took place across the country on Saturday 24th 
June and involved numerous special events and celebrations.  
 
This day is a chance for people to show their support for the men and 
women who make up the Armed Forces community: from currently serving 
troops to service families, veterans and cadets. 
 
As part of our contribution to the events, we encouraged all students in the 
cadets, scouts, guides, St John’s, etc, to attend school in their uniforms. 
This was not only to celebrate the day but also spread awareness of the 
excellent clubs and organisations in our community. 

National Armed Forces Day 

Medals Galore at the Dance World Cup 

Year 8 student, Tabitha O’Sullivan, shone at the Dance World Cup in  
Germany where she took 3 Golds and 1 Silver in her 4 performances. 

The Dance World Cup has over 12,000 children around the world aged 
from 4 to 25 trying to qualify for the final which is held annually. There are 
a wide range of genres covered including classical ballet, modern, tap, 
song and dance, street and hip hop. 

Tabitha is only the latest of many Friary students to shine internationally. 

Our annual A-Level Art & Photography Exhibition was extremely well  
attended as students, staff, parents and governors came in to admire the 
superb work provided by our Sixth Formers - which had also wow-ed the 
Exam Moderator earlier that week.  

The Exhibition reflected how the students had grown as artists in their 
seven years at the school and the work was really stunning. It included an 
interactive installation, floor drawings, a hanging tutu, cranes, paintings 
and computer-generated images. The feedback from visits was fantastic 
and it is always inspiring to see and admire the talent of our students. 

A-Level Art & Photography Exhibition 

Kier Construction is one of the UK’s leading property, construction and services 
groups which invests in, builds, maintains and renews. They operate across a 
range of sectors including defence, education, housing, industries, power, 
transport and utilities - but closer to home they are building the new police sta-
tion next door to our school site. 

Working with Kier Construction, we took a group of students interested in design, 
architecture, engineering and construction to the site development to learn about 
the processes, challenges and career opportunities in this dynamic sector. The 
field visit included specialist talks, a tour of the construction site, a Q&A session, 
and a Kier-led workshop back in school where teams came up with their own 
construction designs. 

Field Visit with Kier Construction 
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Events at The Friary School... 
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Students went on an excellent adventure to Cadbury’s World. The Business 
controlled assessment relies almost totally on each student carrying out 
their own research and investigations in order to write up a report. All 
students gained a real insight into the production, packaging and marketing 
at one of the UK’s largest confectionery plants. 
 
Students received a talk about the marketing techniques used by Cadbury’s 
which specifically looked at how new products are introduced to the market 
and who they are targeted towards. The talk also looked at branding and 
how the large variety of products have their own individual look and style.  

Y10 Business Trip to Cadbury’s World 

Attendance Rewards Breakfast 

Our on-going celebration of outstanding attendance brought our half-termly 
breakfast event where students with the best and most improved        
attendance receive free ‘bagels and juice’ breakfast with senior staff.  The 
event builds on other breakfasts, as well as further rewards including free 
tickets to Sliverblades ice-skating rink. 
 
 All evidence shows that those students who attend less than 95% are 
statistically less likely to achieve a strong set of GCSE results so it is vital that 
every effort is made to ensure children are in school - even when they are 
feeling slightly under the weather.  Our work in this area has seen our 
attendance levels improve significantly this year and we are now better than 
national averages for both overall absence and persistent absence (the 
proportion of students who have an attendance rate below 90%). 

Eighteen Friary students were selected to represent the Cannock and 
District in County Athletics with the Year 7 & 8 event held in Tamworth and 
the Year 9 & 10 event staged in Stafford. The students who represented 
the district for Year 9 & 10 were Josh Nyambayo, Panashe Makokowe, 
James Mackenzie, Connor Mills, Sam Grainger, Hannah Fowler and Freya 
Gregory. 
 
Elsewhere, district call-ups for Year 7 & 8 were given to Callum Gair, Seb 
Nash, Harry O’Donnell, Jensen Peake, Kyle Curtis, Lauren Riley, Erin Staite, 
Aiobh Murray, Millie Curran-Manning, Morgan Carter and Hope Kendall. 
Four of these students from the younger cohort - Jensen Peake, Kyle Curtis, 
Morgan Carter and Hope Kendall went on to represent Staffordshire in an 
inter-county competition against Shropshire. 

Regional Representation for Friary Students 

The Y7 DT assignment on ‘Mechanisms’ produced some superb pop-up 
books, which use a range of techniques to bring the research books to life.  

It is these early design projects that lead students onto GCSE and Technical 
courses and then step forward to be the engineers and designers of the 
future. The standard was exceptionally high and further projects, such as 
cake decoration and furniture design, also stood out. 

Year 7 ‘Mechanisms’ Work Pops Up 
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Y12s attend the UCAS Higher Education Exhibition at the National Exhibition   
Centre (NEC) as part of our Raising Aspirations programme’s preparations for the 
university applications process. 
 
The exhibition saw the university route take centre stage and included extensive 
guidance on the UCAS form and website, life on and off campus, long-term career 
routes, tuition fees and so much more. 
 
In addition, alternative options were presented including gap years, volunteer 
work, higher level apprenticeships and other career opportunities. 

UCAS Exhibition Trip 

The Year 10 BTEC Sports exam results have shown that the vast majority 
of students have really grafted on their revision and have gone on to hit 
or exceed their target grads. 
 
The new BTEC courses are equable to GCSEs and have a tough new 
exam element that has made them much more challenging. Even so, the 
Y10s have already knocked out the exam element and are now focusing 
solely on the coursework and practical assignments. 
 
Additionally, the BTECs assist students in managing all their courses as 
they can get their BTECs out of the way before the final exams and have 
one less exam to slog through amidst the glut that come at the end of 
Year 11.  

Y10 BTEC Sports Exam Results Break All Records 

The Y8 Rounders team performed superbly to take victory in the Cannock & 
District Rounders Competition. 

The girls overcame a large pool of schools and their superior team-work and 
drive took them ahead of the field. 

Their championship winning performance brought qualification for the 

Staffordshire & Stoke-On-Trent Games at Keele University and they per-

formed well in this prestigious Level 3 Tournament. 

Regional Representation for Friary Students 

Our Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is hugely popular but it was KS4 
students who took centre stage by successfully negotiating their Silver 
Assessment weekend trek. 

The groups assembled at Rowsley where they were met by their       
assessors who briefed them about the expectations and the 20         
conditions they need to adhere to. The weather was good whilst the 
groups navigated their way to Over Haddon whilst focusing on their aims 
and gathering evidence that they could use for their presentations after 
the expedition.  

They had a fantastic weekend with minimal injuries though there were a 
few sore feet and shoulders! 
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Duke of Edinburgh 



The New School Day - Update 
 

Parents will be well aware we have altered our school 
day to take in the following timings: 
 

     8.45-9.10 - Tutor Time 
 

     9.10-10.10 - Period 1 
 

     10.10-11.10 - Period 2 
 

     11.10-11.30 - Break 
 

     11.30-12.30 - Period 3 
 

     12.30-1.05 - Lunch 
 

     1.05-2.05 - Period 4 
 

     2.05-3.05 - Period 5 
 

     3.05-4.30 - Enrichment (Optional) 
 

The new school day will see tutor times set up in the 
new House System with set activities including House 
competitions on current affairs, student-led presenta-
tions on our FRIARY Ethic theme, and work on our 
Focus Week theme. 
 

Assemblies will run on a fortnightly basis with Week A 
seeing Year group assemblies and Week B House 
assemblies. This is planned to ensure we deliver age-
appropriate messages, but also maintain the cross-
phase House ethos through student-led assemblies. 
 

The reduced lunch-time will benefit from extra serving 
hatches and we are anticipating students having more 
flexible eating patterns depending on the time they 
had breakfast and the earlier finish to the day. 
 

The extended extra-curricular programme continues 
after-school, the daily homework club runs till 
4.30pm, the Saturday School sessions remain at the 
weekends, and field trips/visits remain firmly on the 
school calendar. 
 

Finally, the bus companies have re-jigged timetables 
to fit in so home remains in each reach 

Learning Beyond the Classroom  
 

Curriculum pressures on schools have certainly tight-
ened the range of subjects but we are retaining the 
breadth and balance that other schools may lose. 
 

Our extra-curricular provision is booming and we would 
encourage every parents to get their child in the loop.  
 

Last term alone saw… Normandy… Summer Sizzler… 
Superstar Academy… Italy Orchestra Tour… Athletic 
Competitions… School of Rock… Bikeability… Proms… 
Saturday School… Rounders Victories… Work Place-
ments… LAMDA… Cadbury’s World…. House Elections… 
Art & Photography Exhibition… PTA Projects… Commu-
nity Projects… Pop Bands… Cricket Victories…  Holiday 
Schools… DofE… and much more… 
 
Big and better to come in 2017-2018 so watch out... 

School Refurbishment 
 

The improved school facilities have certainly been well-
received by students and staff - everyone works better 
in a positive environment. Even so, the improvements 
are targeted where we can improve results. The  Sixth 
Form Centre helps private study, the Learning Hub helps 
GCSE catch-up, the extended library helps homework. 
 

This Summer sees more of the same. The Maths class-
rooms are being all upgraded as we extend the Maths 
Department by two teachers to extend specialist teach-
ing cross the board. The new SEND Room is threefold 
the space of the current room, has nearby specialist 
toilets and physio facilities, and is designed to physically 
support learning. 
 

There is much more besides and the school will be hive 
of activity through the summer... 

Friary 
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Mobile Phones OFF All Day 
 

Parents and staff can remember the days when we 
survived without mobile phones. We didn’t need 
the comfort of constant messages, immediate home 
contact for every whim, music constantly in our 
ears. We lived and we more than survived. 
 

We will be insisting that mobile phones will be 
switched off between 8.40am - 3.05pm. Any genu-
ine emergencies can come via reception and we are 
confident the children will cope fine, just as we did. 
 

We want the students to concentrate on the here 
and now. The lessons, the people, the school life - 
not constantly checking for updates, messages and 
posts. 
 

It will make our school better - BUT we rely 100% on  
parents backing us by bolstering the rule, not tex-
ting and calling themselves, and maintaining the 
tone we are setting. We appreciate your support  

E-Safety Still A BIG Issue 
 

Parents still express their surprise when their child 
becomes embroiled in a mobile phone or social 
media tangle. 
 

Certainly, our students are well-informed, under-
stand the risks, and can articulate the dangers well. 
Even so, they still have to deal with challenges that 
we as parents would never have imagined in our 
childhood. 
 

The world of social media changes at a rapid pace, 
our own children can make mistakes, and we have to 
be on the ball. Keep an eye on the school website for 
updates and reminders. 

House System 
 

The new House system is up-and-running and, 
though change always bring difficulties, the vast 
majority of students and parents have got on with it 
and been absolutely superb. 
 

The new House names were chosen by the students 
as landmark local names. We have Darwin House 
(Mrs Morris), Garrick House (Mr Cartner), Johnson 
House (Mrs Male) and Seward House (Mr Havill). 
 

Early ideas are forming as the sports teams emerge - 
with the Seward Swans and Garrick Giants perform-
ing well - but it was Johnson House who snatched the 
House Sports Day Trophy. The House colours were in 
force on banners and placards too - Darwin / Orange, 
Garrick / Blue, Johnson / Purple and Seward / Green, 
with the school Red / Yellow colours remain sacred. 
 

The new student leaders are in place with more 
posts than ever - Head Boys and Girls of House, Anti-
Bullying Reps, Sports Rep, Charity Reps and so on. 
The Sixth Form filter in too to help lead and shape 
the school. 
 

There is more to come with more House trophies, 
numerous competitions,  and a new rewards system,  
but the new Houses are already thriving! 

NEWS 
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Knowing Your School 
 

The school website and Twitter feed (@friaryschool)  
are regularly updated and there is a glut of im-
portant information at your fingertips if you take 
the time to look. 
 

News, celebration, warnings, reminders are all there 
for you… set up Favourites and keep us in mind. 
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Summer Sizzler 

The FUSE Globes 

The Lichfield FUSE Festival saw interactive artwork created by Friary stu-
dents. Students created four huge globes, one each to represent Darwin, 
Garrick, Johnson and Seward House. Inspiration was twofold: firstly for 
pupils to celebrate and showcase the qualities of their individual House to 
others; and secondly to embrace the community spirit, positive nature and 
gathering of people that The Lichfield Fuse Festival presents.  

From this starting point a collective design for the artwork was sought. 
Pupils excitedly considered the event and discussed appropriate visuals and 
colours. The successful concept was put forward by the school’s lunchtime 
Anime Club. Their concept was inspired by the popular Nintendo videogame 
‘Pokemon Go.’ 

The risks associated with carrying of knives in public are all too clear. 
Unfortunately the majority of knives and bladed articles that are found on  
young people have come from their own home, so anything that can be 
done to make knives are as secure can  make a huge difference. 
 
Staffordshire Police conducted a week long knife amnesty which  started 
on Monday 10th July to encourage those storing knives that could be 
dangerous to hand them in without any risk of prosecution. In every home 
in the county you will find such knives. The amnesty was about getting rid 
of those that are surplus to requirements; particularly those that are  
ornamental, ex-military or combat styled which could easily end or ruin a 
life if used recklessly. If you don’t need it - just bin it. 

Bin The Blade 

Barack Obama once said: “Money is not the only answer, but it makes a 
difference” and though we all agree it cannot guarantee happiness, it is a 
big part of life and the sooner we teach our children to handle it          
responsibly the better. 

There have been various articles in the press recently which have looked at 
how we can teach children to handle money sensibly - one example comes 
from ‘The Independent’. The article suggests that secondary-age children 
should be able to budget their money, be able to set aside an amount each 
month so to help them to appreciate the value of things, and be able to 
apply these budgeting skills to household items such as mobile phone 
credit and energy usage. What can you do to help deliver this message? 

Teaching Your Child to Handle Money Responsibly 
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Our school’s annual ‘Summer Sizzler’ went off with a bang as a packed field 
was entertained for over 3½ hrs by student bands and staff in our own   
Glastonbury-style event. There were two stages which allowed a wide range 
of students to perform a wide mix of music and it was evident from the 
enthusiasm and passion of the students that if they could have sung all night 
long then they would have. 
 
This year’s event was bigger than ever with the PTA, alongside students and 
staff, taking a lead in providing a wide range of stalls and entertainment to 
support the event and raise further vital funds. Additionally the PTA put on 
excellent food outlets and a bar - with the viral Curry Crew and Burger Boys 
battle seeing a dead heat. Likewise, the bar pretty much sold-out as the sun 
baked down and the threatening storms thankfully kept away.  



The first Sports Day in the new era of Houses at The Friary saw Johnson House 
run out winners after a series of impressive performances brought them a 
commanding tally. 

The final placings saw: 

Johnson - 797 points      Garrick - 719 points 

Darwin - 688 points        Seward - 674 points 

Amongst some superb times, school records were broken by Freya Gregory   
(Y9 - Johnson) and Lauren Riley (Y8 - Seward) breaking their respective year 
groups records in the 100m sprint. 

Sports Day  

House Transition  

The departure of our Year 13 students has seen the leadership of the Interact 
Club transfer over to current Year 12s who have already attacked their work 
with relish. 

The Interact Club is supported by the Rotary Club of Lichfield St Chad and is a 
national project for 12-18 year olds which is designed to develop leadership 
skills whilst serving the local community. The programme has a long history 
at The Friary and has raised monies for local causes including Birmingham 
Children’s Hospice. The Interact Club attended the Summer Sizzler to run a 
cake stall at the sell-out event so their good work has already begin in   
earnest.  

 

Pupils came from several different primary schools to see what life 

would be like at secondary school. Mr Allman greeted them at the 

front of school in morning and students were on hand all day to give 

a warm welcome.. The Headteacher also joined them later on in 

their Music lesson, sitting amongst them to sing ‘Valerie’.  

In Art, with Mrs Brickett, they worked collaboratively to produce 
some mod roc spheres ready for the Houses to paint for the Fuse     
Festival. In Science, they made some parachutes. In English, stu-
dents learnt about the form and structure of sonnets. In Geography, 
the students were becoming cloud experts. They also explored the 
Learning Resource Centre, found out what House they are going to 
be in, who their Head of House is, and who their Tutor will be.  

Y6 Transition Days  

Many students and parents will have seen the Friary’s wonderful offering for 
the Hare & Tortoise Trail. Our hare certainly attracted much acclaim but if 
you wanted to get on friendly terms be aware his name is Jan (after a famous 
Dutch artist called Jan Vermeer).  

Jan, the other hares, and each tortoise, were auctioned off on the Cathedral 
Lawns by Richard Winterton. Our little Jan did very well, coming  3rd highest 
price in the auction, and having been initially funded by the Friary PTA, our 
profits from the auction go straight back onto PTA coffers. The success of the 
project only added to the PTA drive to raise £10,000+ this year. 

The Hare and the Tortoise Trail 
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The Friary School 

Eastern Avenue 

Lichfield 

Staffordshire 

WS13 7EW  

Tel: 01543 267 400 

Email: office@friaryschool.com                                                                                                                             


