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All Hands To The Pump For 

Summer Exam Countdown...  
The Summer Exams are looming fast on the horizon and for many 

students there are just 3 more weeks until they begin in earnest. 

The last term has been a hectic one with the push in lessons to 

deal with the new 9-1 GCSE grades, the new A-Level courses, the 

completion of vocational online testing and coursework, all  

alongside the bubbling support provided to Y11 via the Learning 

Hub.  

Even more, the dedication of students and teachers has been 

reflected in the huge success of Saturday School which has regu-

larly seen 50+ students in from 9.30-11.30 at the weekend to 

undertake masterclasses, boosters or coursework catch-ups. 

This has been echoed in a vibrant and well-received Easter School 

which has seen a mix of teacher-led and independent study slots. 

In the last few weeks we have more exam prep after-school, on 

Saturdays and in May School so there is no lack of support. A 

recent school tweet said: “Time + Effort = Success” and if we all 

maintain the first two, the last should certainly follow.  

IN THIS ISSUE 

Holocaust Remembrance 

Encore   

Saturday School 

Embrace the Face 

Bikeability 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Employability Workshop 

DIARY DATES 

24/4 Return to school 

1/5 Bank Holiday  

11/5 YR 7 Parents Evening 

18/5 YR10 Parents Evening 
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HOLIDAY DATES  

May Half-Term = Monday 29 May - Friday 2 June 

Summer Break = Saturday 22 July - Sunday 3 September 
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It has been easy to lose sight of the fact that the most im-
portant part of ‘Friary’ education goes on lesson-by lesson in 
our classrooms, laboratories, studios and playing fields. 
News headlines and social media commentary have seen 
funding cuts, political rows, new GCSE grades, grammar 
schools and numerous directives take centre stage but for 
most students these debates do not register on the journey 
through school. This is something we can be pleased about - 
handling school life is tricky enough without ‘big picture 
education’ sticking its oar in. 
 

Even so, all political sides agree that schools are facing a tough time with funding and it is inevitable this 
plays a part in what the school offers and how we operate. There is no doubt we are cutting out cloth 
accordingly and having to make the very best use of the resources we have. The school governors have a 
clear focus on specialist teaching, a re-developed curriculum to support all learners, and a well-planned 
ambition to inspire and encourage every child. Less resources cannot mean a ‘lesser’ education - but it 
does mean we have to be more creative and more reliant on our local community. 
 

It is with this in mind that we call for all parents and community groups to ‘talk up’ our school, as well as 
the other local primary and secondary providers. It is obvious successful schools help everyone. They cre-
ate the workforce for local employers, they breed more community volunteers, they develop self-
sufficient youngsters who thrive beyond the nest, they produce better citizens, and they even prevent 
poor health and boost house prices!  
 

‘Talking-up’ helps elsewhere too. There is a teacher shortage so a good reputation helps recruit and retain 
the best staff. Parents and the community attending school events helps foster a better local climate. It 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy as if we say we value something enough then others are more likely to 
do so too. 
 

We are fortunate at The Friary to benefit from a lot of ‘talking up’ already. Our PTA’s ambitious £10,000 
target, with the help of local contacts, is well on track and plans for a community sponsorship board and a 
‘Paint the School Day’ will help our environment. Tempest Ford have been wonderful with their staging of 
the ‘Embrace the Face’ Art Exhibition and they have now pledged to sponsor our ‘Summer Sizzler’. Our 
joining of the local business breakfast groups has opened doors, Worth Brothers are staging a wine-tasting 
event, The George Hotel’s dinner date is a superb experience, and local entrepreneurs and professionals 
are regularly in the school to ‘talk up’ students and inspire them to succeed. 
 

Talking our school up, our students up, and our staff up is just as important as talking our local businesses 
up, our community up and our city up. If we talk ourselves up there is a good chance we will all ‘go up’ - it 
is certainly better than the alternative. Lichfield and the surrounding area is well worth celebrating and 
‘talking up’ is a huge part of that. 
 

This term will see our senior students facing the new, tougher exams and we encourage them to think 
positively every step of the way. Shiv Khera’s, an Indian author’s, argument that “positive action combined 
with positive thinking results in success” is being held up as a mantra. The exams are like schools, commu-
nities and all relationships - if we ‘talk up’ and active positively, and if we ‘talk up’ and think positively, 
then we will succeed.  
 

Good luck to all students (and families) facing exams this term and, for those that 
are not, make sure you are positive in every step you take as final success is easier 
to reach if you have taken the right steps along the way. 



Is-

The Science Department got into the spirit of British Science Week with a 
range of special activities. The string of events included assemblies,         
competitions and an alchemy trial to turn copper coins into gold. The week 
whipped up a great deal of enthusiasm from a group of budding science 
superstars. Amazement overflowed as pupils were challenged to              
“gold-plate” their copper coins.  

Incredible design skills were employed by Friary’s keen rocket scientists. 
The rocket launch was a great success, particularly for the winning team of 
Jay Cutler, Connor Forbes and James Fisher with their “Zoom!” rocket; it 
was out of this world (nearly)! 

British Science Week  

Encore 

The ‘Encore’ Show proved a huge success with large audiences 
and a wonderful range of performances that offered a bit of 
everything. 

The final night was blessed by the attendance of the Lady 
Mayoress of Lichfield, Sheelagh James, and the Sheriff of          
Lichfield, Cllr Robert Yardley, who continued their role as 
regular attendees in their honorary positions, and the latter 
made an excellent speech of thanks at the end. 

The Friary School opened its doors for Saturday School for the first time on 
Saturday 11th March as part of our support for GCSE students facing  
exams. 
The first session saw 20 students come in for the full 9.30-11.30am slot – 
wearing non-uniform and having free access to hot drinks and biscuits – in 
order to spend time working through the new online Educake Science 
revision package which all Year 10 and Year 11 students have received 
passwords for. The Saturday School runs through to the Summer exams 
and future sessions will cover all subject areas. 

Saturday School  

Fay Gilbert, Student & Host Family Liaison Manager for Educatius UK, has 
given glowing feedback of the experience of our international students 
placed at The Friary. 

Tobias Faber and Giovanni De Lieto have been with us this year and have 
been a welcome addition to school life. The feedback commented that 
both students are enjoying their time at our school tremendously, find our 
students warm and friendly, the teachers incredibly helpful and they were 
secure in the knowledge that if they need extra support they can be sure it 
is available. 

European Student Exchange  
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Events at The Friary School... 



Is-

Y7s were inspired by the visit from Children’s author Miriam Halahmy 

(writer of a range of books including ‘Hidden’ and ‘The Emergency Zoo’); 

Who knows how many of our budding authors may see their names in print 

in the future?  

Also, pupils from all year groups were represented at our World Book Day 

Big Book Quiz. 

World Book Day  

Lichfield St Chad Rotary—Photography Competition 

The Friary School’s continuing work with the Lichfield St Chad Rotary  
continued when representatives took the time to visit the school to meet 
with and present awards to Flynn Mulligan (Y7) and Sophie Grew (Y12) for 
their Top 3 placings in the Rotary Young Photographer Competition. 
 
The Rotary Club of Lichfield St Chad has served the community of Lichfield 
for over thirty-six years, raising much needed funds for many local charities 
and running projects to foster community spirit and to encourage the  
talents of our young people. 

A group students went on a history trip to Germany’s vibrant capital city, 
Berlin and the charming city of Krakow, Poland. The students remained 
focused and in good humour despite temperatures dropping as low as -14 
in Krakow. 

The five day trip was mainly focused on the ‘Democracy and Nazism:  
Germany 1918-1945′. They reflected on the nature of the Nazi regime at 
the Topography of Terror Museum, they visited the Holocaust memorial 
and the Reichstag building amongst other sites.  Students visited the  
beautiful city of Krakow, with a focus on Jewish life in the city. A highlight 
was a talk at the Galician Jewish Museum by a member of the ‘Righteous 
Among Nations’ The tour culminated with a guided tour of the infamous 
Auschwitz camp complex. 

Berlin & Krakow Field Trip 

As part of our extensive community work, The Art department worked with 
The Tempest Ford car garage to host an exhibition - ‘Embrace the Face’. 

The art work that appeared at the exhibition came from a range of          
different year groups all based around a loose portraiture theme. The work        
produced by our pupils is truly brilliant, they should be extremely proud of 
their efforts and we are thrilled by the opportunity to present it to a wider 
audience. 

Embrace the Face  
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The ‘Battle of the Bands’ is an annual show organised by The Friary’s music    
department. For years, the event has hosted an assortment of rock, pop and indie 
bands formed by students, giving them the chance to show off their stuff. Usually, 
those involved can perform original songs and covers from any era. However, this 
year The Friary challenged its students to only perform music from the 1960s.  

Battle of the Bands-1960s  

Intel Security carried out research with 1,000 UK parents and           
discovered that 40% were completely unaware of their children’s  
online activity. The research culminated in four key tops for parents     
to make sure their children remain safe online: 

 Start Conversations Early 
 Set A Good Example 
 Keep Strangers Out 
 Take Control of Your Home Network 
 
 
New solutions, such as McAfee Secure Home Platform, help you easily 
manage and protect devices connected to this network while providing 
parental controls with permissions that can be tailored to the entire 
household. 

Safeguarding Advice - Keeping Your Child Safe Online 

Year 10 GCSE Art students were looking at natural forms. After exploring           

photography, drawing, and painting, they went onto working in ceramics.  

The students went to the potter’s wheel and developed a huge enthusiasm for the 

skill, with many sacrificing breaks and lunchtimes to hone their techniques. 

Ceramic work is often about experimenting until you produce the best design and 
the best final piece so it is very much a case of trial and error before their final GCSE 
work is completed. At the moment, the signs are very, very good! 
 

GCSE Pottery Throw Down  

The Friary pupils had a fantastic time refreshing their knowledge of the 

level 2 course and most completing the level 3 course. The tutors were a 

real credit and made the 2 hours, fun and enjoyable and at the same 

time developing potentially lifesaving skills on the road. 

The pupils refreshed their knowledge from the previous course and 

recapped key areas such as, u turns and turning onto major roads. They 

also recapped the primary and secondary positions on the road and 

building up the pupil’s confidence to eventually tackle roundabouts and 

traffic lights. 
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Bike Ability  



A New School Day 
 
Having consulted with students, staff and parents, the 
Governing Body has voted to switch to a new School 
Day for September 2017. 
 
The feedback was very positive - both via email and at 
the consultation evening - and queries were resolved 
after discussion. 
 
The new School Day will include an extended tutor 
time to deliver whole-school themes, a reduced lunch-
break to maintain a sharper focus in lessons, and an 
earlier finish with further additions to our extensive 
extra-curricular provision. 
 
The new school day will see: 
 
8.45-9.10 - Tutor Time 
9.10-10.10 - Period 1 
10.10-11.10 - Period 2 
11.10-11.30 - Break 
11.30-12.30 - Period 3 
12.30-1.05 - Lunch 
1.05-2.05 - Period 4 
2.05-3.05 - Period 5 
3.05-4.30 - Enrichment (Optional) 
 
We have already begun to equip the school to deal 
with the changes with plans for a new House system 
set to establish more peer-to-peer activities and an 
extended School Library built to provide more facili-
ties for Homework Clubs. 
 
We believe the new School Day will help us to run 
more smoothly and more successfully and with the 
September start it means we have a coherent run-in 
and a good chance for everyone to set up for the new 
timings. 

Raising Aspirations Programme 
 

Many parents will already be well aware of our Raising 
Aspirations Programme having attended one of our Aim 
Higher Evenings or having heard about special events 
from  their children. 
 
The programme is all about making our students fully 
aware of what is needed to get them through to their 
dream career. Some schools fail to make the connection 
between school and work but this is a high priority for 
us. 
 
Our website has regular updates - so keep an eye out - 
but if you feel that you could offer support, resources or 
encouragement to our Raising Aspirations programme 
then please get in touch with Carrie Cain, Assistant 
Headteacher, who heads up the scheme. 

Saturday & Holiday School 
 
We opened up our Saturday School and Easter / May 
Holiday Schools last term and they are now set up to 
initially run from February-June each year.  
 
The sessions are largely targeted to exam groups but we 
plan to extend the sessions in the scheme as we move 
through the school year. 
 
If your child is not attending and you ae concerned 
about their progress then contact the school ASAP. 
Alternatively, if you feel you can sponsor the Schools 
with funding or snacks as a boost - as our governors are 
currently doing - then please get in touch. 
 
Your contact is Oli Forster, Assistant Headteacher.   

Friary 
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Volunteering in Our Community 
 
Look out for us when are you are out and about as 
Friary students are often to be found learning, 
working or volunteering in our local community. 
 
Singing in a residential home... exhibiting art-work 
in a local showroom... competing in international 
swimming galas... enlisting in the National Citizen 
Service... training for a DofE trek... taking work 
experience... fund-raising with the Rotary... de-
bating in local competitions... supporting local pri-
mary schools... performing at the Cathedral or The 
Garrick... attending Arboretum services... tree 
planting... taking part in Lichfield showpieces… 
selling PTA raffle  tickets… the list goes on and on...  
 
If your child has not got involved in community 
events then they are missing out so contact Oli 
Forster, Assistant Headteacher, to find out how they 
can get involved. 

Academy Status 
 
As a school, we are well aware that the DfE is steer-
ing schools to take up Academy Status and our Gov-
erning Body are exploring possible routes with other 
local schools. 
 
We have nothing set in stone, but it is on the agen-
da, and we will ensure all parents and stakeholders 
are well aware of academisation before it happens. 
 
Academy status brings pros and cons so we are 
taking care to make sure that any steps we take are 
the best for our students and community. 

House System 
 

We have made the decision to go to a House system 
from September which will see four Houses with two 
tutor groups from each Year group running through 
the school. 
 

The plan is designed to bring an increased spirit of 
competition, extra peer-to-peer projects, more stu-
dent leadership roles and extra capacity to provide 
the support for our students to succeed. 
 

Our students are having a big say in how they set-up: 
whether it be names, colours, leaders, shields or 
charities.  
 

The new system will bring change - and change al-
ways brings uncertainty. We will be re-jigging tutor 
groups to balance our students skills across the 
Houses and to get 8 tutor groups in Year 9 and 10. 
 

Our Achievement Co-Ordinators - Mr Cartner, Mrs 
Male and Mrs Morris - will each lead a House (with 
another TBC) so familiar faces will be around. 
 

If you have any queries, please contact Mark Drury, 
Assistant Headteacher, who is orchestrating the 
switch. 

NEWS 
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Email Contact & Other Details... 
 
If you would like to go on our email mailing list then 
call in to school reception and pass on your email 
address.  
 
Likewise, if any of your other contact details have 
altered then let us know - you never know when we 
need to contact you. 
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With the exams looming, Mr Cartner lead a focus week to aid students in 

dealing with stress. The week saw a classical music workshop, a visiting 

speaker, yoga and boxing. Yoga Relaxation with Mrs Tyler saw students 

working on their breathing techniques, to relax and push their worries 

away. The session was well received and the students really felt relaxed 

afterwards, some even asking for more. It wasn’t just the students, even 

Mrs Ingram and Mr Cartner joined in. 

Exam Stress 

Duke of Edinburgh  
Well what can I say, we are very proud of our students at the Friary         
partaking in their practice expedition of The Duke of Edinburgh Award.  

We were lucky with the weather with a light shower on the Friday and light 

showers overnight too. Saturday brought us a little sprinkle on camp but we 

soon walked away from this into dry and then sunny weather over the next 

two days. 

 

It was a hard 3 days for all involved but they powered through the physical 

challenges and mental challenges each day brought to them.                  

Congratulations all involved.  

We have been awarded the highest tier of award, the Platinum Award, 
from the Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent Music Education Hub. The award 
saw the school tested against stiff criteria and only two schools across the 
county achieved the highest honour. 
 
The wide range of instruments offered, the expert teaching and the     
numerous musical events mark the school out as outstanding. Students 
perform at events throughout the year ranging from international concert 
tours to ‘Encore’ shows and Cathedral Concerts to corporate events. 

Excellent in Music Award 

The new GCSE grades have been a subject we have covered before, on our 
website but we are keen that every student and every parent is crystal 
clear what they mean. 
 
The target in GCSE English and Maths this summer – and in most subjects in 
Summer 2018 – is a Grade 5 which is the new ‘Good Pass’. This is tougher 
to achieve as a 5 measures roughly against a top C-grade. This means 
scraping an old C no longer exists – if you get that mark from now on you 
will fall short with a 4. 
 
Parents will spot it is even more important for their child to give 100% in 
every lesson as not getting the 5 will work against their child as they try to 
get into colleges, apprenticeships, Sixth Form and universities. 

New Grades for Old – From A*-G to 9-1 in GCSEs 
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A group of Science students had the opportunity to visit the Rutherford      
Appleton Laboratory in Oxford. During the visit pupils got to meet and talk to 
CERN particle physicist Kristian Harder.  
 
At the Particle Physics Masterclass pupils got the chance to find the Higgs 
Boson using data collected in the Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland. Students 
also got the chance to walk around the synchrotron in the Diamond Light 
Source and find out how the high energy particles are used in industry and 
medicine. 

Particle Physics Field Trip 

Girls Hockey Team Storm to Victory in the District Finals 

The U13 Girls Hockey Team showed fantastic skills and determination to win 
this prestigious tournament. The team scored an incredible 17 goals in the 
tournament with Captain Scarlett Roche-Allen taking 9 of them and Tilly 
Perryman scoring 7. 
 
The group games saw victories against Stafford Grammar, Newcastle High 
and St Edward’s, though there was a 2-0 defeat to Wolverhampton  
Grammar. These results took the team into a semi-final against King Edwards 
–  a match that saw a 2-0 victory. The final was against Wolverhampton 
Grammar but the nemesis from the early rounds were soundly beaten 4-1 
and the team crowned District champions and securing a place in the    
Midlands Finals. 

As part of the ‘Raising Aspirations’ programme and to celebrate 
National Careers Week, the Staffordshire University bus visited The 
Friary School. Year 11 and Year 12 students had the chance to 
experience a virtual campus tour using VR headsets and learn about 
student finance, university social life, budgeting and the importance 
of transferable skills.  
 
Furthermore, the second floor of the ‘GreatMindsBus’ is decorated 
in the style of student accommodation, so pupils were able to see 
what living at university is really like. 

National Careers Week  

The world our students are growing up in is a tough one. The benefits of 
social media are vast, but it can bring problems of bullying and abuse… the 
pressure to look and act cool is greater than ever… every photo has to be 
cropped and improved…. contact is 24/7. Amidst this world, we are working 
with our students to make sure that they recognise that their behaviour is 
vital to making the world a better place to live in.  
 
Every student has signed The Friary Pledge to Stop Bullying – either in       
checking their own behaviour or by challenging the behaviour of others. This 
pledge stands tall in the heart of the school and right next to the new       
Student Support facility which is the first-stop-shop if you are having any 
difficulties with school life. 

Anti-Bullying Pledge at Heart of School 
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Pam Nyambayo, James Wilson and Jack Askew won the Lichfield School  
Speaking Competition against excellent teams from Erasmus Darwin, John 
Taylor and King Edwards. The debate centred around whether individuals 
should be charged if they are taken to hospital via an ambulance due to  
drunkenness.  
 
The pressure was really on with an impressive audience, made up of the Mayor 
of Lichfield, our Local MP Michael Fabricant, and a long list of further  
dignitaries and all-important parents. The competition was staged in real  
House of Commons-style with lots of yea-ing, nay-ing and hear-hearing but 
with meticulously prepared arguments and no small amount of talent the Friary 

team won out. 

‘Arthur Price’ Speaking Competition 

Breakfast Celebration for Attendance 

As part of our work on getting attendance to ‘outstanding’ levels, we staged 
another of our Breakfast Celebrations to those students with the best    
attendance and the biggest improvers. 

The breakfast included free juice and bagels and the students were served by 
the senior teachers in the school. 

All evidence shows that attendance is the biggest factor in deciding if        
students succeed and it is no surprise to see that those who miss school are 
usually the ones who miss out on their final exams. 

The Friary School has improved security by installing gates at the 
front of school and by reducing the front of school access to main 
reception only. Many parents will be well aware of this approach 
from their drop-offs / pick-ups at primary school and will                     
understand that the safety of children is the most important aspect 
of school life. 
Matt Allman, Headteacher, said: “One of my first acts as the new 
Headteacher – with the support of Governors – was to initiate an 
external Safeguarding Review and part of that process suggested 
making the front of the school even more secure. The school is a 
busy site with the sports centre, social services car parking, and 
school buses, so the easiest option of a gate across the front of the 
site was impossible.” 

Safeguarding Update – Site Security 

The worldwide commemorations for the Holocaust have been seen across 
the news and there have been many events across the country to pay respect 
to those who lost their lives. The Friary School is a Beacon School for the UCL 
Centre for Holocaust Education and takes the role of being a dynamic hub in 
delivering Holocaust teaching with confidence, proficiency and excellence. 

This year we have played our part by remembering Holocaust victims as 
individuals rather than simply the death statistics. We have focused on the 
individual names, the individual stories, the individual aspirations and the 
individual lives. This has seen the creation of Remembrance wristbands, story
-telling and information presentations around the school site. Students also 
signed remembrance stones to pledge to keep the memory of the Holocaust 
alive as stones do not die and show the permanence of memory.  

Holocaust Memorial Week 
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The celebrations of World Religion Day saw a string of events to share  
awareness and empathy with those around us of different faiths and cultures.  
Events included a Religious Art Competition and writing Golden Rules.  
 
Oli Forster, Assistant Headteacher, said: “The Focus Weeks are giving us all the 
chance to learn about the bigger issues in life and this Focus Week was no 
exception. Congratulations to all of the winners, as well as to everyone who 
entered.”  

World Religion Day.  

Employability Workshop 

As part of the Raising Aspirations Programme, we held Employability  
Workshops for all Year 10 students. The workshop was delivered by Rick Hill, 
a local entrepreneur, and involved practising making positive first  
impressions and identifying transferrable skills. There were a number of 
other volunteers from the business sector who contributed their ideas from  
a diverse range of experience in the workplace. 
 
The day was a roaring success, the Year 10 students were received all the 
plaudits, and the feedback from the volunteers has been extremely positive. 
The students fully embraced this opportunity and work maturely and  
enthusiastically with the volunteers.  

We at the friary have on a fundraising frenzy this term. with          

Non- school uniform day to raise money for comic relief, the PTA 

put on a quiz for staff and parents. The interactive club have also 

been busy with guess the baby competition and the Cathedral to 

Castle run. As a school we have raised £7,400 so far this year after 

expenses, which only leaves us with £ 2,600 to get our target of 

£10,000.  

Tempest Ford are also going to be proud sponsors of our summer 

sizzler on Thursday 6th July.  

Fundraising  

 
The PTA organised a Quiz Night to raise money towards the school. 
This night was full of fun with rounds dedicated to all sorts of genres, 
from children’s TV programs to the Olympics and a half time everyone 
enjoyed some fish and chips.  
 
Lottie Hearn, Assistant Headteacher, said: “The target of £10,000 for 
the PTA is getting closer and closer and this event has only added to 
the running total. The evening is always fun, there was a good  
mixture of teams, and it’s for a great cause.” 

PTA Quiz Night  
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